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The Odiya Samga (OdiSA) isan
organization of well wishers of Orissa. The society
isanon-ethnic, secular and non-political forum.
Friendship is the motto of the society. The objective
of the society isto promote afriendly and respectful
environment for its members. The society will
actively promote the heritage, culture, language
(Odiya), awareness and pride of the state of Orissa.
The society will conduct its businessin all fairness
and abide by the laws of the country. The society
will provide leadership opportunities to its members
and help younger to understand, absorb and
promote the pride of their heritage. Both Oriya and
English will be the official language of the society.
The society will work with the people of the state of
Orissain developing fellowship and providing a
helping hand as and when needed. The members of
the society vow to safeguard the ethics and values
of the society and set a standard for excellence at all
times.
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Consciousness of Citizens Vital to Develop Orissa
Dr. Sankarshan Acharya
Chairman, Citizensfor Development
l. The Travesty of Orissa Society
Empiricaly houses  designed and

A bounteous Orissa has been denuded of its
culture, wealth and possessions. The state owes a
whopping Rs. 30,000 crores in debt, costing us
about Rs.3600 crores annually in interest payments.
About 92% of the state's revenues are spent on a
defunct bureaucracy. Our elected representatives
are at loggerheads with babus to establish
supremacy over a bankrupt state.

Only citizens are supreme in a democracy.
The elected representatives and appointed babus
paid by citizens are supposed to serve the best
interest of citizens. Instead, our standard politician-
babu duo acts like a master affecting every aspect of
citizens' lives.

The Bhubaneswar Development Authority
and the State Housing Board, for instance, are
dictating how citizens' families should live in their
own homes. Citizens are forced to spend hard-
earned savings on leasing (not owning) government
controlled plots with run-down constructions built
by third-class contractors and architects unable to
remain employed without the gratitude of depraved
housing agency babus. These babus are paid from
our own taxes, yet they incessantly sgueeze
kickbacks from us for self-aggrandizement. They
do not serve in the best public interest. How many
of these standard babus and ministers -- forcing our
familiesto live in their plans for our quarters -- will
prefer to live in third-party designed third-class
homes, for example, with a Pooja room juxtaposed
to abathroom asin Loombini Vihar?

constructed by citizens themselves as in Forest Park
or Nayapalli have been far better in quality than the
BDA-Housing Board ghettos. Citizens do not want
layers of bureaucracy to control their living rooms,
and to wangle their live savings. Citizens do not
want their government to buy land from private
people and “lease” the same at exorbitantly higher
prices to families desperately needing homes in
Bhubaneswar and other cities for educating
children. The same babus and ministers
preemptively buy up lands for themselves in areas
they date to build roads and other infrastructure on.
Their ruse is to sell the privately acquired lands at
exorbitantly high prices after building roads and
infrastructure using public funds under their control.
For example, lands from Jayadev Vihar Sgquare to
Nandankanan were preemptively purchased by
bureaucrats and ministers before making the area's
master plan public; huge amounts were then
borrowed by the state to build roads and parks,
forcing innocent citizens longing for civic amenities
to cough up enormous sums for every sgquare inch
of litigated space left over due to artificial scarcity.
Citizens want the government to make master plans
public as soon as decided and even open up
dternative plans for public debate before
acceptance by government. Obviously it was not
wise to develop one oblong Jayadev Vihar-Nandan
Kanan stretch with just one major road which may
eventually prove to be dangerous, while many other
areas closer to the center of the city remain
undevel oped.
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Even the government-fixed land price in
Bhubaneswar with one of the lowest incomes in the
world is seven times of that in California which
boasts of one of the largest per-capita incomes in
the world. Private underhand deals take place at
unimaginable multiples of the government price.
Citizens do not want their government to be a real-
estate agent, squandering resources and controlling
plans for their living quarters and squeezing their
live-savings. Citizens want to truly own their plots
obtained from government on lease. Their
government must confiscate all the plots illegally
alotted to politicians and babus through fake
lotteries and via improper conversion from “lease”
to “sthiban” status. Most of the prime land in
Bhubaneswar is held by these parties and the
government. This amounts to choking denizens of
the city and precluding standard private transactions
except for astronomical sums exchanging
underhand. The most efficient government action
in thisregard is to disband BDA and Housing Board
and to sdll all government land to highest private
bidders and let the latter develop the areas strictly as
per government master plans by providing, for
example, ample parks, children play centers, and
recreation facilities around multistoried buildings.
Citizens want the government to be a creator/keeper
of collective goods, not a controller of private lives.

The state government has effectively
imposed credit crunch on truly enterprising private
entrepreneurs and has wasted more than Rs.600
crores via the Orissa State Finance Corporation.
The OSFC acts like a financia intermediary
borrowing from commercial banks (such as the
State Bank of India) and lending to politicaly-
connected “entrepreneurs’ who have siphoned off
OSFC’'s borrowed sums for their private use,
making citizens of the state poorer than ever before.
Citizens do not want their government to operate
inefficient financial intermediaries like the OSFC.
Citizens want their appointed babus to think better
for public service rather then concocting stratagems

to loot public wealth. Now, commercia banks are
reluctant to lend to even the state government.
They loathe lending the self-proclamed
entrepreneurs because of massive defaults. Because
of such defaulting reputation established by our
OSFC-anointed entrepreneurs, no true Oriya
entrepreneur  will ever succeed in receiving
commercial bank credit. The negative reputation
assiduously nurtured by our “intellectual” babus has
effectively caused a credit crunch in the state that is
difficult to dissipate. No
effective/efficient/profitable entrepreneur will ever
succeed in the state, unless citizens rise and awake
to throttle their government on aright path.

The state was once a fountainhead of intellectualism
in ancient India as witnessed by one of the four
Dhams with a Sankaracharya based in Puri.

Reeling under corruption, it is now begging for
survival with its bounteous mineral resources
siphoned off to the Centre for development outside
Orissawhile our minions flock to factoriesin Gujrat
aslaborers. The state has signed an agreement
with the Central government, effectively alowing
the latter to squeeze about Rs. 600 crores per year
through stratagems like NALCO, while making us
beg and recoil in shame. Our elected
representatives want to declare the state as a
“gpecia status’ state to garner more funds under
their control and to perpetuate the status quo.
Instead, they should demand the Center to write off
all our government debt, releasing about Rs. 3600
crores per year for development of schools, roads,
hospitals and police force.

We are not poor. But, our collective approach has
forced us to be exactly what we are not. We are
individually smart, but lack collective wisdom to
further interest of our society. Some Central “High
Command” could sway our politicians and babus to
sign deals with the Center that make us lose vast
sums of our resources every year, while we have
been psychologically weakened enough to not even
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to not even speak for our right. It is true perhaps
that the state's cosigners of NALCO stratagem
themselves benefited enormously.

But, the state is now sinking. Are the same decision
makers now feeling good about what they have
done? Even the vast amounts of their private
illegitimately acquired resources have been locked
in properties and lands that cannot generate much
income or liquidity, thanks to the dysfunctional
nature of the state they created. If the state
retrogresses, kickbacks can no longer be generated.
This appears to be a god-send solution to the mess
created by the self-aggrandizing politician-babu
duo. But, the retrogressing prisoners dilemma
keeps the state in an abysma rut from where
eventual extrication seemsimpossible.

Even the value of public loot shrinks as a
result. For example, a babu making Rs.50 lakhs in
kickbacks may feel comfortable to store this ill-
gotten weath by building a house because saving
bribes in a bank is not an option. But, the building
so constructed may fetch hardly Rs. 10,000 per
months, which is equal to the monthly interest from
savings of Rs. 15 lakhs at 8% per year. This shows
that the value of public loot of Rs.50 lakhs
diminishes to Rs.15 lakhs. Eventually when the
property so built deteriorates, the loot vanishes to
simply the value of land.

Over-building and property price bubble are
the hallmarks of a depraved society that
Bhubaneswar has become over decades. It is as if
we are run aground with buildings not generating
even a small portion of the costs of invested capital
due to diminishing economic base wrought by
nontransparent  kickback-oriented  government
policies.

It is not just the losses of Rs. 35 lakhs in the above
example that hurts Orissa society. We are severely
affected by inferior roads, bridges, hospitals and

schools that contractors audaciously thrust on us
after our monitors (the depraved babus) walk away
from with their share of the loot. Our bridges
collapse, roads wash away, hospitals carry no
medicines, teachers remain unpaid, and sewerage
systems give way, electricity transmission fails, and
water supplies pollute. The suffering is pervasive.
Even the debauched politician-babu duo may be
chased by Naxalites. Societies can be founded only
on justice. Only then the less able can tolerate and
rationalize their deprivation. Injustice will breed
contempt. It will induce the less-able to ignore their
own fallacies to castigate the more able and wealthy
people.

Citizens can no longer be quiet when
kickbacks lead to inferior medical service,
schooling and public roads. It seems our elite can
no longer improve the state of our affairs. Many of
them would rather send their children abroad and
emigrate with the loot to live retired peaceful lives.
If our elite feel ashamed to disclose their state of
domicile as Orissa, we have lost our self-respect as
asociety.

Consider how our appointed babus can employ
public resources to create a business institute (XIM)
in the stateto educate their own children through
back-doors, while tacitly permitting Jesuits to
pursue their own agenda  engendering
potential social upheaval. These same babus have
remained totally silent when the Jesuits contravened
an agreement (on two-thirds of seats for Orissa) by
offering fewer than two-third of seats to students
from Orissa. Our public funds were used to
build an institute. We wrote a charter for
the Jesuitsto run it under the name of Xavier
Institute of Management. Jesuits used backdoors to
admit candidates of bureaucratsin lieu of freedom
to pursue "rural management” programs in Orissa,
contravening the charter and defying faculty
recommendation. The state government must
publish statistical data on conversion in areas under
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the rural management program.

There are press reports that Orissa has
witnessed a dramatic rise in conversion to
Christianity and that there are unwarranted battles
between converted Adhibasis with those that
continue to adhere to their aboriginal culture. The
government should require the XIM to furnish a
report on admission records of all candidates since
the institute's inception and appoint a commission to
establish the truth about the swap between the favor
in admisson and the bureaucratic leniency in
permitting Jesuits to perform religious duties from
within the campus under the veneer of rurd
management. XIM should also be required to make
the admission process completely transparent to be
administered rationaly by the faculty with no
interference from the Jesuits. The commission
should verify whether or not Christians and other
Jesuit supporters have received higher pays and
promotions. Our government must require the XI1M
to publish its budgets (all sources and uses of
funds); the business management program appears
to be self-sufficient. The XIM should be made an
[IM because the country isgaining little financially
from the Jesuits and most, if not all of their foreign
contributed funds, must be gravitating to activities
not slated in the charter of the institute; and the
society is losing immensely through inculcation of
an alien dogma in the minds of the followers of our
ancient culture through various direct and indirect
means.

[1. A Citizen’s Questions to Honor able
Elected Representatives

As a citizen and taxpayer, | arrogate the right and
privilege to convey my hard feelings about the

state's crises stemming primarily from nonchalance
of elected representatives.

The state has accrued a whopping Rs.30000 crores
in outstanding debt. Is this debt approximately
equal to sdf-aggrandizement that cannot be
accounted by known sources of income of many of
our political representatives, thelr bureaucratic
cronies as well as kith and kin? What is our august
OLA's solution for this predicament?

How about the Rs. 600 crores being drained out of
the state per year through the NALCO stratagem
that funds the Central bureaucracy and devel opment
outside Orissa? How could our elected
representatives have acted like sitting ducks when
such deleterious agreements were being signed?
Why do current representatives not debate about
persuading the Center to redeem the state's income
for developing the poorest society in the country?
What is our dignified Orissa Legidative Assembly
(OLA) doing about that?

How does it benefit a society when our august OLA
suspends a senior officer based on alegations of
misbehavior (not corruption nor inefficiency) before
thoroughly investigating the case and examining
witnesses? Is it to establish supremacy of OLA?
People aready know that. What is the use of
supremacy over a bankrupt state?

Citizens accept that OLA has judicial powers and
that it is supreme within the state. But, how have
our honorable representatives used the dignity and
power of OLA for betterment of an aggrieved
society?

We have aright to ask you these pertinent questions
because you represent us. It is citizens privilege to
ask such questionsto their representatives.
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[11. A Citizen’s Questions to Respected
Babus

1. If voters are empowered to replace politicians in
a democracy, why should their representative
politicians across party lines not vote for a system
of replacement of the depraved and dysfunctional
bureaucrats?

2. Don't you think that the arrogant depraved
bureaucratic attitude can be rectified only if India
adopts an executive hiring system, similar to the
USA, to recruit the top two tiers of the government
hierarchy through a competitive process open to all
qualified citizens including those from the current
cadres? [l am not a candidate for any post!]

3. Shouldn't the best ideas form the basis of
governance for a society to advance?

4. Can the answer to (3) be "yes' if the answer to
(2) is"no"?

5. Don't you agree that the current cadre-based
promotions till retirement breeds a bureaucracy not
interested in solving the society's problems?

6. Like the recruitment at the junior-most officer
level is done through competition, shouldn't all
other levels (at least the top two) be filled by a
competitive process open not just to those who have
crossed the first hurdle, but also to al other
qualified individuals of the society?

7. What rational sense of justification does your
association have to preclude elected representatives
from important public service committee meetings

by deliberately conducting such meetings at the
times of assembly sessions?

8. Don't you think that bureaucrats should be trained
to develop an attitude for serving the public in
exchange for the salaries paid by taxpayers, and to
exorcise their nonchaant medieval lordship
acquired from the bygone British Rgj?

9. Don't you think that the problem with our
bureaucrats is that they have ascended to ther
thrones by simply passing some qualifying
examination, which has little relevance to the
society or solving of human problems?

10. Shouldn't you extricate yourself from the
cocoon of an association to answer the above
guestions as arational human intellectual ?

V. How should citizensrespond now?

The rational Orissan elite must treat the current
precarious predicament seriousy and evolve
strategies to develop the society. We must ask
pertinent questions to our elected representatives
and appointed babus, for asking pertinent questions
incessantly is the most important virtue of a
developed society. Instead of asking questions,
many of us sulk in resentment and anger as the
debauched public servants (elected representatives
and appointed babus) loot our wealth. The rest of us
aspire and strive to replicate the approaches of
usurpers of public wealth. We must reverse our
collective fallure in devising strategies for
penalizing and stigmatizing looters. In addition to
asking pertinent questions, steps needed to develop
our society include the following.
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1. [Fed proud.] The first and foremost role of
citizens of Orissa is to feel proud of our cultura
heritage and legacy to a great nation. We must,
however, devise ways to deploy our own mineral
and human wealth to develop our state. Our self-
aggrandizing political-babu duo wants to declare the
state special for more charity inflow. Charity does
not develop a society, as we have witnessed during
the last six decades. Our will to reform is the key to
our success. We may be individually smart, but our
collective efforts lack wisdom and have therefore
gone astray. We do not need a special status for our
state. We need special reform to lead the nation,
not beg ams as alaggard state.

2. [Demand service] Instead of bribing
government officials to get things done, citizens
must demand service in exchange for salary
payments. Citizens must ask for instituting systems
of accountability, whereby a defunct bureaucrat is
removed from service following ten cases of
dereliction of duty. We should not be afraid that
such responses will make our government services
go haywire because we have aready reached the
nadir of non-performance of our officials. There
are millions of qualified Orissans waiting on line to
work twice for half the pay.

3. [Replace nonperforming officers] Citizens
must demand implementation of
recruitment/promotion based on open competition
a al levels of the government, open not just to the
cadre babus (like IAS and OAS) but to al qualified
and experienced citizens available to compete.
Competitively chosen officials with no guarantees
for their tenure are more likely than the cadre-based
vegetating officials to perform most efficiently.

4. [Demand efficient and trimmed bureaucracy.]
Already 92% of our state's revenues are wasted in
salaries of bureaucrats loathing to perform their
assigned duties for which they are paid by us.
Citizens must demand at least a 50% trimming of

the existing bureaucracy. The state government
should remain responsible only for those public
goods (like roads, schools, hospitals, law and order)
that citizens cannot do independently and leave the
rest (businesses and residences) to the citizens
themselves.

5. [Independent vigilance commission.] Citizens
should demand institution (through an act of the
State Legidative Assembly) of an independent state
vigilance commission to supplant the current
government-controlled vigilance department with
three commissioners elected by the people through
referendum during general election. The current
vigilance department, howsoever impartial it may
be, can be credibly colored by the Opposition as
acting in the behest of the incumbent
administration. Credible prosecution is possible
only through an independent vigilance commission.
Citizens must endow the commission with due
authority to confiscate properties acquired with
unknown/illegitimate sources of income and
prosecute usurpers of the loot in acourt of law.

6. [Force the government to stay off running
businesses.] Nowhere in the world have bureaucrats
run businesses efficiently. Under the pretext of
creating jobs for the society they establish
enterprises to loot by (i) controlling and misusing
public resources, (ii) collecting kickbacks from
candidates seeking jobs, and (iii) making the
enterprises go bankrupt with employees losing
livelihoods. Our government must not be allowed
to run business enterprises. The self-aggrandizing
babu-politician duo has mustered only sick and
defunct businesses and unduly neglected
governance. The short-run lure of employment in
state-owned business enterprises is outweighed by
the risk of colossal losses to the state’'s exchequer
and ultimate elimination of jobs as the enterprises
collapse due to top-level corruption. The lure of
employment in government Kills our enterprising
ability and, once in government, it cripples us
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completely.

7. [Agitate when rational policies are not
implemented.] Our public servants must follow
what citizens consider rational. Citizens should
make no demand for higher salaries or more
government jobs because such demands stifle us as
a society. Citizens must ask for reforming public
policies to extricate the society from the vicious
noose of the depraved politician-babu duo. We
must not allow this duo to continue wasting our
resources in the name of development yet to occur
because of their very ruse of self-aggrandizement.

8. [Reservations (quota) only for families with no
current government employment.] Citizens must
seek to amend the reservation law to disqualify any
SC-ST family that already has a government job
from claiming any further reservation on education,
training, jobs or promotions. This amendment
will help the redly needy massesin these
categories, rather than continue to enrich a few very
rich elite SC-ST familiesin India

The current law, designed for social transformation
of SC-ST classes, has simply created another elite

class that does not care to advance the society
except to secure their own families politically and
economically. This amendment should be
contemplated even for reservations for the other
backward classes. The amendedlaw may help
contain emigration of Indian human talent that
detests prejudice against merit in their own
motherland. Most SC-ST social welfare programs
have basically helped the entrenched babus and
ministers. Merely proposing such a law will make
the NDA government instantly popular among the
SC-ST masses. The entrenched, rich elitist SC-ST
folks who have made fortunes under the current law
will be ashamed of protesting against an
amendment that will really benefit the truly
downtrodden SC-ST masses and perhaps help in
stopping conversion.

With best regards to al and with fervent desire to
restore Kalinga pride,

Sankarshan Acharya
Chairman, Citizens for Development

First Things

Sambit Misra

First the puppy then the dog;
First the rain then the fog;
First thingsfirst
First you run then you hide;
First1 livethen | died;

First thingsfirst
First you relax then you watch T.V.;
That’sthe way it’s got to be;
First thingsfirst
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one team one dream ]

Seeds Bank Project: A Lesson Learnt

Dhirendra Kumar Kar.
Boston. M assachusetts.

This project was one among the 1% one that surfaced in MyOdissa mailing list sometime in May 2001. | all
started with aimportance of “ AkhiTrutiya’ in odia calendar and how the people back in Orissain particular

Western Orissa are facing the problem.

TimelLine

Theinitial appeal to the group and other friends
were as follows.

“Dear Friends

| would like to draw your attention to a major issue
where our own people back home in pashchima
oDishA arefacing.

We all are aware of some extent of the severe
drought situation in pashchima oDishA.

A lot of discussions has taken place and | am sure
everyone is aware of the grim situation. This is the
time of the year where a new dream comes in the
mind of every farmer for a good harvest in the
coming year. This is the time for seeding, but
unfortunately there are a lot of farmers who can’'t
afford to buy the seeds to sow.

| need all of your support in thisregards. Even if we
can make difference in a single farmer’s life then it
IS going to give us one more good reason to live. |
was thinking to start this process of establishing
“OUR SEEDS BANK" at least in one village this
year. We need to collect, say $1000 which
trandates to Rs. 50,000 roughly. Let us provide
support to 10 farmers this year. We can expand on
thisin subsequent years.

We are not going to start a charity programme
rather it is some sort of self help. The farmers can
take seeds/money on loan for a year and return it
next year depending upon their harvest without
paying any interest or some nominal amount to
sustain the process. This is going to be their own
programme.

Building the ownership is the one of the root to
sustain and prosper for any plan or program.
Please step forward, we need support at every level,
financially and the most important thing we need at
our will level. I need some friends back in oDishA
who can come forward to support us in this
endeavor to implement this plan. If anyone has
some contact information of some trustworthy NGO
working in Western Orissa to help usin thisregard,
please let me know.

Please offer your suggestion/comments. At this
point of time we don’'t have any organizational set
up for getting Tax Deduction on the Contributions
for this cause it has to go to one of our Personal
account for disbursement of the fund. Two of us will
open a personal account for now with the name of
"Odiya Samaja" and will disburse the fundswith
proper protocol to the organizations of our choice. |
am in contact with Mr. Rabi Das from KVP and will
let you know if his organization M&T International
will help usin this endeavor. Apparently, Rabi Das
has several years of record in working with locals
of paschima oDishA.
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Here is the APPEAL: Please send meyour personal
pledge (for at least $25.00 or equivalent foreign currency) and
I will post your names and a total pledged amount
periodically in our FORUM. Let us fix a deadline for the
pledge to be 06/15/2001. Those who cannot afford to help
now, please post your note of sympathy for the deprived
farmers in Odisha in our FORUM
(http: //waww.odiya.or g/forum6/default.asp).

That will be the noblest gesture to show our concern for our
own people. If possible we will communicate all messages or
at least the ones which have been written to a farmer you
know. Please try and use Odiphon to draft your letter (if
possible) and post the code in the FORUM so that we can
have the contentsin oDiA. A posting in English is fine too.

| amsureif we all come forward we can meet the meagre
amount of $1000.00 before the deadline. Once we have met
the target, | will send more information on how and where to
send the money through individual communications. Let usall
join together to make this dream a success. Thisisthe high
time, we have to be hyper active.

With regards,
Dhirendra Kar”
Progress

| got alot of emails, support and pledges from the
friends. A good amount of discussion went through
thelist. | was reporting the progress of pledge from
time to time which can be found in the archive
mails of myodisa. Finaly I got count of 16 people
in total for the pledge amount around $800.00. |
tried my best to find some contact Person or
Organization in western Orissato carry out the task
but to my surprise no one was interested in
implementing the concept as per the termsi.e. to
create awareness among the people to help
themselves rather than usual charity mode. Finally
25% of the members who had pledged defaulted
and we got $625.00 and were ready to start the
project. Everyone was asking just give usthe

money and leave everything else on them which we
asaprinciple were comfortable with. We did not
get any positive response from Mr. Das (KVP) so
nothing could be done except wasting alot of time
and money on telephone trying to find out a contact
in western Orissa to carry out this project..

Project Start Up

Finally after my visit to Orissain December 2001 |
got achance to visit Ramakrishna Ashram in
Kalahandi and was spellbound by their work. | was
touched in my heart and mind to see how the work
and dedication of asingle person Swami Vairagya
Nanda, the founder and secretary of Ramakrishna
Ashram M.Rampur, Kalahandi can make difference
in the life of the poverty stricken people in that
under developed areato find out a permanent
solution to their problems, make them self reliant
and make them self sustainable in their own land.
Heisarea follower of Swami Vivekananda s word
and making use of it in practice "Let the poor,
illiterate, the ignorant, the afflicted- Let these be
your God, and know that service to these aloneis
the highest religion”. | had always believed that
thereis nothing impossible for awilling heart; the
examplethat | saw in M.Rampur Kalahandi re-
inforced that belief in me. The Ashram has utilized
knowledge base from the experience of ISRAEL'S
dryland farming by adopting modern technology, to
make that Ashram an OASIS for that drought prone
Kalahandi region. | was surprised to see all sort of
Indian vegetables and fruits as well as foreign
vegetables and fruits such as some varieties of
lettuce, broccolies, strawberries, raspberries,
Chinese cabbage, chinese potatoes, etc. being
cultivated there with bumper harvestsin record
time. The Ramkrishna Ashram is presently working
on these fields' Agricultural development,
Community Health Services through Mobile
Allopathy and Homeopathy dispensary for tribals,
Residential school with Innovative and integrated

AQR UG 6aR6E |
HR-900 el 968 YR Il - alIglel

Odiya Samaja Newsletter

August 2003, vol. 1

p.14/ex




O\

qQ Gf

8@ A7Ia0 9608

@diSAw]
Gea aele

agricultural training and education for street
children and school dropouts, drug awareness
counselling, old age home, hostel for tribal students,
library services and above al creating self help
groups in the community for fighting poverty and
hunger. The entire requirements of the Ashram,
for two hundred inmates that includes the
residential school, old age home and sc/st students
hostel is met internally and nothing is bought from
the market except salt. Everything comes from the
Ashram’s garden and fields raised by themselves.
All the diversities are taken into its own advantage
and the agricultural activities and the farming done
there are a classic example of its own kind. Swami
Vairagyananda believes that unless the helpless
poor and marginal farmers are empowered with
appropriate and need based agricultural technology
supported by group action they would remain poor
and down trodden for all times to come. This sort of
work needs to be implemented across our state to
make our state one of the most developed
state in India. If this is possible in Kalahandi, then
it is not going to be far behind to see this type of
agricultural development in al part of Orissa. My
strong feeling is, what we lack there to help the
people in need, is not resources but a political
determination and state government’s commitment
in living up to its responsibility. Seeds-bank
project was launched through the Odisha Bikasha
Initiative (OBI) with the help of the Ramakrishna
Ashram of Kaahandi to reinforce the self-
sustainability of the local farmers in the drought
stricken areas. Entire fund collected $625.00 was
transferred to RK Ashram for this purpose.

The project started with abeneficiary of 7 families
from the Motadanga Village in Madanpur Rampuir.
Initial investment for purchase of seeds and other
required materials for cultivation were supplied to
them. The beneficiaries were a'so paid a minimum
wages for their labour cost to work in their own
fields so that they can sustain their family needs for
food. Due to high cost of PV C pipes we could not
extend the irrigation facilities to the fields. A
presentation was made to the lift irrigation
department but could not be successful in that.
Anyway partial success was achieved with raising
the Corps, but we lost a substantial amount of the
investment. To our satisfaction those family were
little better off economically to meet their
requirement. From time to time RK Ashram has
provided updates on the fund utilization and
progress over telephone and emails.

Now this year to expand the service RK Ashram
with its own fund and seeds bank fund has started
asmall training centre cum development centre for
making Pickles, Papad ,Badi to give employment
opportunity to thetribal ladies during off season
and make them self reliant. We hope alot can be
achieved if they are supported in their endeavor.
They need support in marketing their produces and
making them aware of their rights and
responsibilities. A long way to go. Thisisalittle
update | am able to provide at this point of time
when | am trying to fulfill my demandsin anew job
and handling two little kids back home.

Rainy Day

Sambit Misra

Rainislike a soft cold shower.

Thunder islike a horse galloping.
Lightning is like a flash-light waving around.
Rain islike a glass of water sloshing all around.
Rain islike little wet crystals falling from the sky.

Sambit Misra is the son of Nilima and Debasmita Misra. Heis
a student of Randy Smith Junior High in Fairbanks, AK. He
wrote the poem “First Things’ in grade 1 and “Rainy Day” in
grade 4. He is 12 year old and has interest in science, music,
and video games. Heisamartial artist and a student in taek-
won-do.
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Conversation, Beyond Words

Mrs. ChandraMisra

It was a spring afternoon, heavily punctuated with
flowersal over. Invisible birds were intruding the
atmosphere oncein awhile.

Reluctantly | got up from the patio to be
back at my work. | was not in amood of leaving the
flowering plants, which | only planted afew weeks
earlier. But duty has its own demand; | do work as a
nurse in the city hospital.

“Chandra, you are going to have Room
numbers 336 to 339,” blurted the head nurse, “by
the way, thereis an Italian lady in Room 336. She
neither speaks nor understands English. She presses
the‘call’ button all the time. And we don’'t know
what to do with her.”

“Here evaporates my spring afternoon.” |
mumbled to myself. | hurriedly put on my
stethoscope and entered into the room 336.

“Hi, Mrs. Venuto, how are you this
afternoon! My name is Chandraand | will take care
of you today.”

Mrs. Venuto, whose first name was Lucy,
offered me a smile and started telling me something
in Italian. After 5 minutes of her non-stop talk, |
signaled her that | did not understand a thing of
what she said.

Lucy showed me her wrist and started
talking again in fluent and rapid Italian. “Dear
Lord! How am | going to survive this afternoon?’

Suddenly, | remembered an incident from
my daysin Bombay, where | lived for afew years
after my marriage. Mr. Ganguli, who lived in aflat
downstairs, had his mother visiting them from
Minapur. Dr. Narang's aunt from Punjab lived next
door. Mr. Balkishnan’'s grandmother from Madras
was visiting them after the birth of their first child.
Every afternoon, the three ladies would sit on the

porch and sip tea together. One day, | happened to
overhear their conversation. It was fascinating. Each
spoke in her own language. And | knew none of the
three knew the language of the others.

| asked Mrs. Ganguli, “Mashima, how isit
that you all laugh so much when you do not
understand each other?’ She replied, with the
wisdom of age, that one does not have to understand
alanguage to carry on a conversation.

Lucy interrupted my wandering thoughts
with atorrent of unfamiliar words. | started to reply
in English, but paused. “ Since she does not
understand English anyway, why not speak in
Oriya? | can then bring the best of my feelings.”
Had my mother been here, | would have spoken to
her in Oriya; but sheis not here. | never got a
chanceto bring her here. She left thisworld when |
was hardly six months old. | proceeded to comb
Lucy’shair, braided it in the way she had it before,
cleaned her and changed the sheets. And all the time
| was thinking of my mother, whom | never knew.
Tears cameto my eyes. Lucy looked at me; saw my
tears and she probably felt something inside of her.

She continued talking in Italian, and | in
Oriya. We talked about what women have talked
about since the dawn of mankind: of life and love;
of parents and family; of husband and children; of
pleasure and pain; of the call of duty and the call of
the hearts.

When | finished my shift at 11P.M that night
| went and gave Lucy her medication and wished
her good night. Lucy replied with a big smile and
gave me a hug. We had formed a bond, without
even alanguage. Our minds did not meet, but
something else definitely did.
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GaNesha Tattwam
Manoj Panda

OM gaNAnAM tvA gaNapatiM AvAmahe.
kaviM kavinAmupama shravastamaM .
jyeShTharAjaM brahmaNAM brahmaNaspata .
Anah shR*"iNvannUtibhih sldasAdanaMv

(RgVeda2.23.1)

O Ganapati of the gaNas (troops of Lord Shiva), we
invoke Y our holiness, Who is the true reflection of
Brahman, the wisest among the wise, Who abound
in treasure beyond all measure, the most brilliant
one. Please be happy with our prayers, come with

Y our blessings and assurances of protection into our
home, and be seated.

Tattwam means “Tat” “Twam”. That is‘You are
That”. The realization of “That in you” through the
symbol of “GaNesha’ is* GaNesha Tattwam”.

All of uswe have some or other kinds of obstacles.
The definition of life is synonymous with the
working against the difficulties of some or other
kind. Theillusory Mayawhich is the ultimate
difficulty isto be removed to obtain liberation.
Although human beings are spark of the Brahman,
they have made themselves limited by their own
actions. To grow over these limitations and to be
free from bondages we pray to the Lord. The Lord
VinAyaka, the son of Lord Shiva and Shakti,
removes all obstacles by his grace, hence Heis
known as VighnarAja (who lords over the
obstacles).

GaNesha or GaNapati means Lord of GaNas or the
beings. He is worshipped to bless us with successin
every activity.

Following are the verses dedicated to invoke the
blessings of Lord GaNesha.

praNamya shirasA devam gaurl putram
vinAyakam |

bhaktA vAsam smaren nityam Ayuh
kAmArthasiddhaye |1 ||

By bowing with the head we offer obeisance before
the son of Gauri, VinAyaka, whose abode is with
the devotees, and who remember Him always for
long life, success and fulfillment of desires.

Lord is never born and eternal. However in the
existence of duality, it is our nature to associate a
nAmarUpa to everyone including Gods. Divinity
takes manifold forms to appease the dual nature and
which again helps to transcend itself. The great
Rishis devised these methods of worship so that the
ordinary mind will seek the “source” of the
fulfillment of desires and not to be satisfied with the
fulfillment of desires only.

As long as the body lives, the mind should be fixed
on Divinity. “Body and mind” should be used as a
boat to cross the ocean of samsAraby using thosein
right direction. A fragrant short life dedicated
unselfishly at the Lotus Feet of the Lord and the
service of the being is far better than living a long
life of libertine and excessive sense enjoyment.
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prathamam vakratuNDam cha eka dantaM
dvitlyakam |
tRNitlyam kR"NishhNa

gajavaktram chaturthakam || 2 ||

pi.ngAkshham

First is the name VakratunDa, One with a curved
trunk, second ekadanta, the single-tusked One, third
Krishnapingaksha, the black and reddish-brown-
eyed One, fourth ggavaktra, the God with the face
of an elephant.

Trunk is the long nose. Long nose indicates long
breath. When the breath is regulated consciously
(prANAYAmMa), it rejuvenates body and mind and
opens new vistas of life hitherto unknown. It is said
in Yogic scriptures that:

AyurvAyuh balam vAyu, vVAyudhAtA sharlriNa
VAyu sarbamidam bishwam vAyu pratyakhshya
devatA.

It means that “breath” gives span of life, energy and
it sustains the “body”; the whole universe is
“breath” and “breath” is verily living God.

In Upanishad it is said that:

Namo BrahmaNae ! namastae vVAyuh! Twameba
pratykhsham brahmAsi !...

vAyuh or breath is the manifestation of Brahman.

gaNasto get the head of abeing who is sleeping
with the head faced northwards. The head of a baby
elephant was brought and Lord shlva attached the
head to the torso and gave life. Lord Shiva also
appointed Lord Ganesha as the head of his Ganas or
followers.

Hence here the image of Lord GaNesha trunk is
shown prominently to signify the importance of
breath and its regulation. By proper technique when
it isdone, one gets wealth, prosperity and liberation.

The name “ekadanta” is from the incarnation to
subdue sambartAsura. It is said that once a
rAkshasha named sambartAsura tried to swallow
Lord GaNesha. Lord GaNesha came out of the
stomach of the demon by breaking his one tooth and
tearing apart the stomach by it. What it means is
that one can come out of the “stomach” of
ignorance (as we are dready in it as “mAyA” has
swallowed us) by taking the weapon of good (two
tusks; i.e. good and bad). When one becomes
“ekadanta’ or remains only in one pointed direction
towards the Lord, then the liberation from the
bondages of all kinds cannot wait.

Lord always fights against the evil and obstacles
with al the might. That is represented by the color
“Krishna pingAksha’ or the reddish brown eye
color.

Gajavaktra means elephant faced. The story in the
Shiva purANa goes that Mother PArvatl before
taking bath created a boy from the dirt of Her own
body and asked him to guard her doors. In the mean
time Lord Shiva arrived. But the boy won't let Him
go in without the permission of his mother. Lord
Shiva got enraged and cut off the boy’ s head. When
Mother pArvatl saw all this she was very unhappy.
At this Lord shlva ordered His

Here dirt means earth or “kshiti” tattwa. It has got
al other elements namely water, fire, air and space
in it. It indicates that Mother or the Prakriti creates
the universe by al the five elements. But “kshiti” is
the beginning. Hence Lord GaNesha is aways
invoked at the beginning of any worship.
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The spiritua quest in us like PArvatl builds up ego
after little progress, in the form of doll and puts up
in the entrance. But Self Realization i.e. Lord Shiva
cannot get in when the ego is present. Hence ego
has to be destroyed which was indicated by the
chopping of head of the boy by Shiva. The boy's
head was replaced by that of an elephant. Once self
realization is uncovered within one the person is
cam (smal eyes) , receptive (large ears) as
indicated by the head of the elephant. The trunk of
the elephant shows how the Yogis live on small
number of long breaths instead of frequent small
breaths. That ensures long and healthy life.

Thenext verseis:

lambodaram  panchamam cha sassTham
vikaTamevacha |

saptamam vighnarAjam cha dhUmra varNam
tathAssTamam || 3 ||

Fifth name is lambodara, the God with alarge belly,
sixth is vikaTa, the gigantic One, seventh is
vighnarAja, the Lord (and destroyer) of obstacles,
dhumravarNa, the smoky-colored

navamam bhAlachandram cha dashamam tu
vinAyakam |

ekAdasham  GaNapatim
galAnanam || 4|

dvAdasham tu

Ninth name is bhAlachandra, One whose forehead
is adorned by the moon, tenth, vinAyaka, the great
leader (“va’ means air, wind, “nAyaka’ means
leader; hence, “vinAyaka’ means Lord of prANa or
Yogeshwara), eleventh, GaNapati, the lord of
gaNas, and twelfth ggjAnana, the elephant-faced
One.

dvAdashaitAni nAmAni  tri
paThennarah |

na cha vighna bhayam tasya sarva siddhikaram
prabho || 5|

sandhyAm yah

By the blessings of Lord Ganesha whoever chants
these twelve names during the three sandhyAs
(morning twilight, noon, evening twilight), will not
experience any fear of obstacles, and will achieve
all successes.

Here the deity has the face of an elephant, a body
with alarge belly and the rat as his vehicle. And we
worship with all our devotions. The meaning behind
the elephant face is that of calmnessin all activities
(karma) with the regulation of prANa (long nose
indicates that), the large belly indicates that the
body which isfilled with knowledge

(JNAna) and the rat indicates the patience and
perseverance (remember how rat can bite through
any thing with repeated gnawing) and bhakti
(devotion). When one practices “prANa karma’, he
attains “jnAna’ or knowledge to discriminate “real”
from “unreal” and that culminates in “bhakti” or
devotion by patience which paves the path for mukti
or Self realization.

Lord KArtikeya or Skanda was another son of Lord
Shivaand Mother pArvatl. Once they wanted to test
both their sons. The contest was that the one who
can come back to Kailash after going around the
universe seven times, he will be the winner. The
vehicle of Lord KArtikeyais peacock. So he
immediately |eft. But Lord GaNesha calmly went
around his parents seven times and sat at the Feet of
Them. After along time Lord kArtikeya came
back. Then it was the time to decide who is the
winner. Lord shlva asked Lord gaNeshato explain
his activities. Lord gaNesha said that Lord shiva
and Mother pArvatl isthe center of universe. So
when he went around them seven times, it is
equivalent to going around the universe seven
times. Lord Shlva declared that Lord gaNeshais the
winner. Lord Shlva also bestowed the boon that
Lord GaNesha will be worshipped at the beginning.

(=9
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In the Yoga shAstra it is said that the whole
universe comprises of seven centers. They are
mUIAdhAra, swAdhisThAna, maNipura, anAhata,
bishuddha, AjnA and sahasrasAra. The whole
creation is shlva-shakti. Hence with shlva-shakti at
the sahsrasAra a Yogi goes around the universe by
prANa karma. All the universe is within. And its
equivalent power also can be manifested by
practice. Yogl in Lord Ganesha proved that beyond
any doubt.

Hence it is very important to understand the
meaning of the rituals, “mantram” or the verses so
that one can practice those in right perspective to
get the intended resullt.

Asato mA sad-Gamaya

(O Lord lead me from “changing” to
“unchanging”)

tamaso mA jyotir-Gamaya

(O Lord! lead me from darkness of ignorance to
light of knowledge)

mrutyor-mA amrutam Gamaya

(O Lord! lead me from death to immortality)

Om shantih ! Om shantih ! Om shantih !
Peace ! Peace! Peace!

Humble regards
-Manoj Panda
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1. Motivation
i QUB66 RlIQleN
ii. q@‘66)lbl G O’IG_‘. QAR Q|
iii. The 6&2 diasporaand its special issues
iv.  Dominance of Punjabi and Hindi Culture
2. Q994 between Language, Culture, and Identity
i. ldentity
ii.  Environment movement in itsinfancy
iii.  World Mother Language Day
iv.  World Recognition of Languages
3. Causesof qﬁm 6&al Pridein our Language

i.  Inherited parental complexes
ii.  Theacute need for weakening 3&2@liness and its unforeseen consequences

iii.  Complex about Assumed Superiority of Other Cultures
iv.  Globalization and Computerization
» Market Economy and Self-Centeredness
v.  Wrong Role Models and Self-serving Protagonists
vi. Goebbel’s Law -- Lie Repeated 100 times becoming Truth
vii.  Poverty of thinking.

4. Should we Worry?
i.  QrIes @i (Common Fallecies)

5. Solutions
i.  Individual Solutions
= Passing on the Legacy
» Becoming what we want to be, Individual growth determines societal growth
= Accepting that language change is the spice of life
*  Becoming real role-models
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ii.  Collective Solutions:

» Offering role-modelship
=  Making asmall beginning (Jnana Dash’s Mail)
» Dispéling truths
» Counterattacks
» Bonding for Resilience

6. References

7. Appendix A: Fallacies of why 8@2ll should not be spoken

8. Appendix B: Some samples of intellectual discussion on G&2l @€l revealing our thoughts.

1. Motivation

Itissaid ‘allsgllgme\a (salf-realization) istheideal for individual growth. Interaction with persons, i.e. arole

model, or anti-role model, especially in the formative years of childhood, forms lasting impression of an
individual’sqoéealél. In cultures such as@l@@19, culture, which are more personalized than rule based (asin

Western cultures), these tend to take the form of idolizing the guru. Frequently, thisidolization makes one put
the guru in a pedestal instead of actually focusing on implementation or grwoth of the guru’s beliefs by 2@@aél

&9l deaas.

So was the case with me. From childhood | was encouraged to read and write in English to be successful in
society. However, as| was always immersed in an ocean of 662 @11e@@4!, this could neither influence my

basic 882l persondity, nor made me think of ever loosing my 2IQ@164. Things started to change when |

became a software developer at IBM in Toronto. Through the initial years we participated and enjoyed the
@@l functions of @9llQ Age and@ge @@, with gusto and fully cognizant of my 6&2Ig.

All this hunky dory continued until a much-awaited @& arrived in the form of an convention of the Orissa
Society of Americas (hereafter OSA) in Toronto in 1999.

1.1 G6QI6AI6Q @& aQla

This convention single-handedly pounded my brain new thoughts like never before, things that | had never
thought of before about me, myself, and my Qﬂ‘a@( to my 21@@I0Y versusthe rest of theworld. The convention

was singularly marked by an extreme pride in the avoidance of usage of 6&al. The highlight was the
inauguration lasting over two hours where many supposedly intellectual and successful & 2ls were present and
who delivered all types of supposedly inspiring keynote addresses. | can safely say that not asingle 882l &a

606 Q186168 e ARNIQ ALY Jsa @6,
69018 98q P66EQ 660 T16ARE Q& A6a | - MEG-Adae!
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was employed during these two to three hours by the dignitaries, except for an excellent 862 991666 song (in
which my children happened to participate).

While | was reduced to a@°@@laiase state due to the singular absence of &2, | was astonished none of the
assembled were noticing it. Our North Indian tabla player, however, did point out “Mr. Dash you 6&2ls must
be a shameful race to have an innaguration without employing asingle 682l 68“. TheQI’YG& Y°deasl
(cultural devastation) brought about by a single generation of 9@l G&2ls needs to be seen to be believed.

1.2 QGGQIM G 61Q galemew!

What followed over the following few years was a crusade | launched over 8a6a¢ [ornet] -- the electronic

newsgroup criticizing our attitude. | developed many hypothesis about our backwardness and the underlying
causefor it. Needless to say the North American immigrant 8321 community was aghast and my outbursts

were treated as nonsense. That did not bother me as much as the fact that people, initialy, never agreed &2l
@@9l 2e64@. Many theories were put forward justifying the requirement to not use Géal @isll. *

Some of the reasons advanced are really hilarious, but most of them have to do with the feeling &2l QI%C‘ is
independent of 8@2 @I€I. | am attaching two such mails from the younger folks, and one from an experienced

senior intellectual, but highly virulent in his antipathy towards our mother tongue, describing their attitude
about 6821 Qi8I [Purohit, 2002]. | have summarized many of these excuses as Common Fallaciesin the

appendix. The true nature of the antipathy towards 662l @I8I by our own avante garde intellectualsis vivid in
ornet. Only atiny sample of mails are presented here. | strongly encourage 910@s to dig into the ornet archives.

| am sorry to say that | was mercilessly attacked and some of my reactions bordered on the verge of insanity.
While the majority of North American 88@ community got lost in the words and either shrunk or attacked me

mercilessly, afew enlightened handful realized the truth of what | was saying.

It is my gut feeling that today due to the efforts of afew of usthe realization has dawned on many North
American 8&2s, that 662 @€l isthe sin qua non of our identity. The typical 662 AplQlQ of not-admitting

directly mistakes may be causing the lack of open

! The mailsin BoaS, where this crusade was launched, from 1999 onwards should be available archived at Columbia University web pages

(http:/lists.cs.columbia.edu/pipermail/sasee/). Recently BQ6@6 has become undemocratic and censored. If for some reasons these archives were to
be destroyed | will step in to collate my private copies to present to the public (with immense effort).
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admittance of our 2RI f6RlQle. However, | am sure that the undercurrent of the errors committed by alost
generation are being realized.

One major 2IQE@a al@ of this heart-rending @14 isthe current article that you are reading. The author (being
a English medium school student and thus 662l QI8 handicapped ) introduced English interspersed with as a

medium of exchange. | will write more about this towards the end of the paper. | have personally found it as an
excelInt way to compel myself to think in 8@2l, as opposed to thinking in English.

It is fortunate that qualified academic observers of that period were able to separate the@&l from theclam
amidst the dogfight that characterizesthe Qrg@e ead that was taking place in 866, It was concluded that
in its many years of existence there was a substantia issue being discussed thread bare [Nayak, Decemeber
2002]. For thefirsttimein 2lI@e 688 @819, instead of typical aping the colonial practice, oDiA was used

instead of Orissain English, and oDishA instead of Orissa. The former stuck, the latter did not.

1.3 The 6@ 2 diasporaand its special issues

When | was a child we were given the impression that there is arosy future for us and our country (and by
association 6&46ll) as economic growth takes shape. Today to our utter devastation we realize that while

generally it istrue for Indiafor the hope was an absolute 6dIQU&i&@ story rather than possessing any semblance of
QILEREG!.

Within Indiaitself most states, barring perhaps Assam and Bihar, have left us behind. Thisis even without
considering the singular recent Aomo| of €1 eR@lQ @I@g. Thisisamatter of shameto all 68ds wherever we

are. Inthisabysmal state we have no one else to blame but us—you, and I.

If we look at the success of other states | would give great importance to the role of expatriates from that state.
When we say role, it is shortsighted to say the role of money iswhat has brought about the in 9Qe@@ those

states, although the author admitsit is the most visible form of NRI help. In fact among the current NRO
communities anytime anyone brings up subject of need for 662l Q91 and 65lQ@ the immediate reparteeis

“how much (money) have you contributed to Orissa’ s development?’.

The author believes that the real 06e@@@ that the NRIs brought about in their states was by being implicit role-
models. They were successful in g6@@ under far more competitive circumstances, and succeeded due to their
mettle and perseverance. Unfortunately, due to circumstances the number of expatriate 882@ls was significantly

less and due to variety of reasons their impact has been minimal in their home state. Thisisacondition all of us
have to live with, notwithstanding how embarrassing it is.

6@ Q28 Qe QI2e dase 9ad Qee QIF ?
Q6 2004 6014 §RAE QAR 61 AGQIQT | - deia
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By @l6l or 2egIe expatriate 8G2ls occupy aspecial place. In whatever we do we become arole-model.
Within the comity of expatriate 8G2ls North American 8G2ls occupy alarger role simply due to the pre-
eminence of Americain present day world.

1.4 Predominance of Punjabi and Hindi Culture

We have no choice to accept the fact that today in India the predominance of Hindi and Punjabi Q°2§§ is
immense. When | say Q%@ I mean not only a16-@1¢ but the entire @818 which envelopes a person when

he is not engaged with matters of livelihood. A typical exampleishow atypical Bhubaneswari denizen deals
with his pet dog [Prahargj, 2000].

Sadly in this game we have lost and the expatriate 862l by and large have been a negative model. One only

has to attend a Orissa Society of America's convention in USA to understand this. ¢ Again theissueis not so
much of personality but passing on wrong messages as an implicit role model. So much so it isacommon
occurrence that in an 88al home 8&2l Q€ in North Americais no longer used.

Some may consider sort of unfortunate that among the various Indian diaspora communitiesit is the expatriate
6@%s who have the greatest burden. | think it isin fact area fortune that we are uniquely placed to make a

change.

Shall we do it? The author thinks so. Thereisasilver lining in the sky. Most of the failure of expatriate 662ls
on the @2l QIS front can be traced to the generation which arrived before the software boom happened. 2
Todays younger mass of 662l immigrantsis acutely conscious of the need for 862l @8l to retain our special
heritage.

2. ‘Zlﬂﬁ]@e between Language, Culture, and Identity

There are multiple approaches to assert why speaking language isimportant. One can approach as an @2, or

asan Indian, or form aglobal viewpoint.
My principal thesis@&@@l @€l for isasan G@2l e°arla. It would be injustice to not consider the language issue

without describing vis-a-vis what is coourring elsewhere in the world.

2166Y g6 6 66U QYA 9Q1a 9N

2 Two particularly troubling examples are an annual competition for children’s cultural performance in the OSA convention. In the
Subrina Biswala sward many of the items are generally children singing to Hindi film tunes. Another troubling exampleisthe
appointment of OSA president (and the other executive positions as well) during 2001-2003 none of whom can understand, speak, or

have anything to do with GGl QISI.
% While making generalization about expatriate 3&%s the author wishes to acknowl edge that there are many experienced 3@%swho
have actively realized that something has to be done for 662 QI8l. Infactwould q&q’é\é‘ might be because of such 6dQ6lI.
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For ages it has been assumed culture was synonymous with language. Now there seemsto be questions on this
assumption.

One of the common arguments offered is culture is independent of language. Of necessity we have to take into
historical precedences. Fortunately, the struggle of 682l @ISl against @@ iswell documented. There has been

anice exchange on thisin that captures the ties of the language to culture [Patnaik, 2001, Dash, 2000]. Please
note how defensive is the argument by Patnaik that one must jettison the language. Please also note the
arguments of throwing the “baby with the towel” because some aspects of 662 Q°g6 are not liked (which is

actually true of all ethnic groups).

The catchword of the anti-8&2is seems to be “In America do as the Americans do”, ignoring the history of the

blacks, the Hispanics, and other communities that keep their language/culture alive. In recent years the melting-
pot America has recognized this. One of the changes is the state of California deciding to inducted Spanish as
one of the instructional languagesin schools. Against all these evidence it appears that the antagonists are
either cut off from the current events or wish to indulge in delusion of their inbuilt inferiority complexes, which
they wrongly associate with avoidance 682l culture [Patnaik, 2001].

However, defensive and delusional Patnaik’ s arguments may be, there are arguments which can be ridicul ous.
Manasinha [Manashinha, 2001] argued in casee that because Akbar maintained his mother tongue of Persian in

aforeign land, why do 6&2lls have to speak &2l to maintain their identity? If the reader is wondering the
relationship between the premise and conclusion so does the author.

2.2 Our Identity and 682 QIS

The fact remains as &2l diaspora our numerical strength is a order of magnitude lesss compared to other
linguistic groups originating form India. Asan individual it bothers me when | see that my &2l identity will
disappear with me.

When | left 8361 awhile ago, just like many other Indians, our thought wasto hang around for afew years,
accumul ate some wealth wealth, and then return to our AIgQA.  Statistically, in the heart of heart each of us,
probably, knew that it was amere @Ia@& Q662l, never meant to be fulfilled. The good hygienic life, and
subsequently our U{p@@ic tiesto our children have prevented us from accomplishing what we set out to do.

Thisisatragedy but must have been known to our parents when we let them. It isjust the everpresent parents
eternal desires of the best for their children that prevented them form blurting out the truth, And we just
thought we were the best of the @@Ifials, just going for alittle trip before we turn 6@4ll into algy, @4IARI great

land.

| can bet for most of usidentity was anon-issue. In fact the author would go to calim identity was never
something that was an Indian issue. It was ag® (British) concept that seemed nonsense until we were cut

off from the umbilical cord through which we were forcibly led to think of our @@® @@4qida. So to say we, the
diaspora, didn’t miss@@@Ig until we realized that it was receding. Asthe6&2l @4l
60dien @2l @ Qo6
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For the author personally the 2I@€lle of identity consciouness was when he saw the hundreds of non-&2l
speaking G2 children at 6616Q16& in 1999. The picture that the author remembersis “6&2s, 6G2s
everywhere but not aé& of 632", It wastheir subsequent virulent anti-68@inessin 6a6a6 (duly abetted by
their parents and extended grand-parents) which caused deep anguish (and equally severe g@s@m from the
author).

However, leaving aside the mechanisms by which my lessons were obtained, generally, the argument was that
identity isindependent of language. The author asserts that identity istied up intimately with language just like
fishtowater. Truefood, dress, behaviour, and many other facets do define an identity. But confusing the
multi-dimensional nature of identity with the claim that the Qi@ 2lliQ of culture, the @€l might be an exercise
self-consoling statement. It isasfallaciousjust as the argument that because atiniest flap cover can cause
Columbia spaceship’ s failure, knowing how to design aflap cover is equivalent to possessing the ability to
design a spaceship.

Theredlity isthat @€l determines how we are primed to think, and therby determines our unique attributes that
issummed in one word identity. A simpleG@ei® would be the simple request “Q18 §2” and its equivalent
“Drink water”. Noticeinthe&2l version it isthe “Ql1&” which is emphasized while in the English version that

act of drinking which is emphasized. Similarly one may draw conclusions of how is different from other Indian
languages. Each @I9l hasits unique attributes, even though one may not be able to pinpoint them at one point.

Those who devel op software with multiple languages know thistoo well. In theory each programming
language is capable of developing al kinds of software. In redlity the choice of the programming language
almost guides you to think in particular ways. For example one would tend to write a chess program in alogic
programming language.

2.2662a @9l and its Paralld with Environmentalism

Today all of us know that environmentalists are an important group that determine not only public discourse but
have deep impact on economic life. The merits of environmental preservation are well accepted today by the
genera populace.

Let me take you back to the 1950 or even before, where environmental groups were those emotive weirdos who
were opposed to everything “ progressive’ and that fetches economic prosperity. The progressives were, of
course, those whose activities major side effect was degradation of habitat. At that point the principal
argument of the environmentalist defied logic and science. Their argument was that each object -- living and
non-living -- had itsimportance in the cosmos. We may not understand the objects importance and 9% to

other objects at the current moment, but that is no reason to assume that there is none. Today these sentiments
are holy gospel.

Similarly the @9l issue hasits importance even if we do not understand it. The environment movement is
based on the purity of the physical surroundings that we livein. In the same way human beings are uniquein

@ oM 6Q @7 @16 @0R, @ o AR A6d UG ode |- GaINE
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the sense we have left our physical environment for aricher abstract world. It isthe different languages of the
world which contribute the human diversity. No one, including those who claim that 862l speaking is not

necessary to remain 8&2ll, would question that diversity isimportant. Then why the@®@! from so many of us?

Even as the OSA, its electronic medium 8asa6 , and many of the @&l youth are deeply against it, the world

has recognized the importance of keeping languages under the relentless attack of conformity demanded by the
globalization process.

2.3 World Mother Language Day

The UNO from the year 2000 has declared February 21 to be the International Mother Language Day. This
was acknowledged as an important and precious element of the cultural heritage and identity of a community.
The date February 21% was chosen to honour 3 language martyrs from Bangal desh who were shot during public
demonstrations to promote their language in Pakistan (against Urdu imposition) in 1952. Incidentally, let it not
be lost that it was Bengalis who were honoured.

The author believes that today the 852lls have alot to learn from @ai®1s on 882l @I€l. Thisisironic to the
extreme, not only because they are the geographic neighbours of 838l homeland, but because they were the
ones who were out to kill 682 QI€ll in the 18™ century with their slogan “G&ll Joa Qlgl 621Q”, when they were
the bureaucrats of the British Raj ruling 8@6ll. Thanksto the revivalist cFa@601Qa 692196 and others, and a
broad minded British Raj, 662 Q€ survived and subsequently flourished.

2.4 World Recognition of Languages

Now it is generally accepted that NIG@I8I isthe foundation of a culture since it embodies a unique attributes that

define a common behaviour pertaining to agroup of people. Aslanguages disappear rapidly this recognition
has gone from mere recognition to alarm [Nelosn, February 2002]. Based on our experience with the
environmental movement, in fact UNESCO has produced a list of “endangered languages’. It isurging
countries to protect their cultural treasures.

Globalization and need for harmonization as a pillar for economic growth is the catalyst why languages are
threatened.

Whilein general terms all of the above arguments apply to 8@l aswell, it is not the author’ s thesis that these
alone are the reason for speaking 882al. My thesisis different which forms the material of next section.

3. Causes of qﬁm 6&2l Pridein our Language

Against this tremendous success of our ancestors in struggling for defining our identity through @191, the current
plight of @62l @8I in the cities and among the North Amerian 99191 6@2isisasad story. Today in
Bhubaneswar in the storesif the customer queries pricesin 8@@l not only do we get that funny stare from the
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salespeople, but also we receive reply either in English or Hindi. One of the mailsin 8Q6@¢ accurately
describes this feeling [Praharg), 2000].

The author wishes to now discuss the many reasons why this inbuilt towards 862l @€l exists among us.
Needless to say many of these are based on personal experience corroborated through others’ experiences.

3.1 Inherited Parental Complexes

It has become almost a cliche amongst North American families as a matter of immense 66la@ to say “691Q)
daigainise 6e2 ad alad ?1@ @ @@aIa® @1§”. Notice the pride inherent in this saying. | would go on to

admit this is more common among the near-independence generation. Unfortunately the generation, subsequent
to the near-independence generation, that is brought up in 8&66ll‘ s citiesis severely handicapped of any

knowledge in &2, due to being educated in English medium schools (beyond the few hundred words used in
6000@ @19@). One hasto wait, at least for half a decade, to see whether they have any attachment to their
cultural heritage. But looking at their present behaviour they are more culturally attuned to the QI@e! &) Q°3,
while simultaneously having a@&@'@ background in 682 Q°gG.

A strong observation is the following mail from Praharg [Praharg), 2000] reveals how deeply entrenched
(internalized) our inclination towards English is. Although, the incident has been exaggerated, | think it
captures pretty well the attitude of most middle-class 8&2ls towards our Alealdl.

The inference seems to be that as parents we (or really our near-independence generation) have failed miserably
in preserving our heritage. The reasons might be psychological. During pre-independence days the 60liQll

diee@ wastherole-model. Imagine the complex of the generation brought up trying to catch-up with the Ql6Qe
through its most visible attribute — the English language. In effect the drive was to become a3@?l @lq, for
which the easiest medium was jettisoning all 8@@liness as soon as possible. Obviously, the fact that we became
identity conscious through G‘@IG\ education was also another driver factor.

By itself learning from other culturesis good. Gandhi had said (paraphrased) “I will keep my window open to
al cutures, but | will firmly stay in my room”. The@ldleG aptly captures thiskernel. “6d 991 @66 6460 GQ

69 @l66 QlQl 6e@lQ”. Implicitin this@el was the assumption that a bird aways returnsto its nest. That was not
the case of our latent 682l @1Q sthat left overseas. The most famous person who revived 682l -- EFRQ6AIQR -

put it most eloguently (paraphrased):
@R QIR 666181, RIFE @ daml alal |

62 €26 69 QI ARG, 6711 AGAISI 7160 668 |
c0din aR @g Q. daIe, adial, 2ienda |
gIaR @17 ga ga. 671 Algafia arlen I

English Q°2§§ was supposed to be more refined (again by some pre-conceived notion learnt from the British)
and therefore the drive towards unlearning anything that defines 8@ 2iness had its catalyst here. | suppose most
of us remember when our near-independence born generation ran after bagging that @@6a&-del 6Qlg. What
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was the implicit bargain there? The6alg would be free of the spoiled 6&@@iness, and be more refined, thus
becoming apillar of strength for the families dreamed of future. Littlein anyones da4i4ll it was imagined that
the arsaé&-del 6Q1¢ will come home to be rued.

As not speaking or writing 862l was the desired norm imagine the effect of aersas-del 6alg onthe future

generation. It istoday we are seeing thisindirect trend introduced by the near-independence born generation.
Please notice how the fact that someone possessed |ess 632l was considered as an asset.

Thisinvoluntary GI@a4 towards everything &2l is, principally, responsible today for the deep malaise that has
struck our ¢lIg@Igll. One startling influence of our near-independence born fathers is when today’s 6&@al youth
travelsin atrain, all of asudden, he/she unconsciously switches to @&P®1 or @&, once the train crosses
Kharagpur [Sahu, 2002].

3.2 The acute need for weakening & @iness and its unforeseen consequences

Asin the example of Sahu (2003) above, it was common (until recently) to avoid all signs of being recognized
asan 683l unlessoneisvery closeto home. | have friendswho tell that most in 8&@lsin Shantiniketan will

go to any lengths to prevent from being identified as@@@l. There are8&2isin North Americawho will go to
any extent to prevent their children form picking up &l

It is my assertion that the bottom line for this@l@ay towards everything 682l is an acute Q@641 complex
amongst 6G2ls. This might be shaping our behaviour and could be the root cause of our backwardness. It is
common in our culture to get ones things through 6G19191Q rather than as an object of @41%,. 1t seemsthe only

way people can protest iswhen they are as part of labour unions. In the case of labour unions the pendulum
swings to the other extreme making reckless demands for resources which are an insult to the impoverished
masses.

Long ago 71) @19 recognized this and his@@6@ @ to get out of the QYRG9 complex inag® Aal@ isavivid
testimony to this [Madhusudan Das, 1924]:

Q 760 @IFg 66I819Q @A QRlng 16 A
601819132Ia §9a 9§38 2ROl A6 BMIe
G el 6QIRIR AgR dele Y6e Nl @I Q1Q

In this sense one may argue our retrograde attitude towards our AIGQISI is a symptom of a deeper malaise rather

than being a cause that requires acure. However, decades of neglect by the near-independence born generation
has today resulted in the rise of a new generation (especially among the diaspora) which remembers nothing but
the internalized desire to avoid learning &2

3.3 Globalization and Computerization, Complex about Assumed Superiority of Other Cultures

AIFCY QGG @Rl @ Q168 63 KR, NEY 6Q6M6E G1q 0E 6QIR 64l |
QI 6 AIgR . 1@ deP daI 6'a, @ @Y 69 QAIY, ARl 9Ea AR | -MEEeR




QQ Q@@ © disSA.

daRelallelRalfele! T

Theinitial antipathy towards their parents has been transformed to afar more@9e@a attitude towards our

mother tongue. At least the parentsin their attempt to hide the antipathy in a sort of negative way were
cognizant of theIg@ISI. But for their children it is now plain apathy [Panda, 2001].

It is no secret that &4l is one of the most backward states (in India) even as the formerly backward have

leapfrogged their way to relative prosperity. It isassumed that we are backward because of inability to be part
of the global economy. The rise of globalization and its becoming the principal determinant of success has only
exacerbated this mindset. It has become acliché, even by otherwise known personalities, to use globalization
asajudtification for not keeping theig@Igl alive [Misra, 2002]. Let it be known that Mishrais a grand-

daughter of @12@& @19, who was a pioneer in the effort to revive lost 862 and 6dlQ@. Dharitri Mishra
correctly, but reluctantly, identifies that the loss of our 882§ is due to our temperament.

For those who think globalization makes it imperative to lose our unique attributes, | will only point out to the
Greeks, the Italians, the Irish, and many other communities, if not our Bengalis, Gujaratis, and Punjabis. In
each of the above case the diasporais substantially larger than the populace that remainsin its native land, yet
the unique cultural attributes (mother tongue except for the Irish) are preserved and propagated with a zeal that
would be beyond the @®@| of most 6&2is.

3.4 Wrong Role Models and Self-serving Protagonists, Goebbel’s Law -- Lie Repeated 100 times becoming
Truth

In all this the near-independence generation has been assumed i into role models simply because of non-
availability of others. They keep alive this antipathy towards8@2l @I€1 so asto hide their gross failure on the
cultural front and internalized complexes. Inthe OSA conventionin Torontoﬁthe then Indian ambassador to
USA, Shree Lalit Mansingh, was enthusiastically prompting the assembled 6@2ls audience to forget about their
6821 and instead focus on Indianness. There is obviously no glaring example of abad role-model for &2l
aqla. [All this, @e44, while his speech contained not asingle @@l 6&.] Thisisall the more embarrassing

because of the pedigree of the speaker and the tremendous love and affection that we have given to this family.
| have coined the phrase “ our heroes are zeroes’ to describe such people. | can not find a better example for
this hypohesis.

If you were wondering | am too harsh. Let me ask a simple question. Do you think we will ever bond with the
children of these parents who did not teach them and have made their home else where. Thisis atremendous
loss to &6l because it needs us, our children. Otherwise it islike amother who keeps producing children, sees

her children attain prosperity, but in the process continues to become @6i¢ and @4Q.

Looking at the collective denial amongst the North American @2l diaspora, the conclusion by Hitler's

propaganda minster that “alie repeated a thousands times will be appear as truth” comesto mind. Evensoin
spite of the tremendous pressure exerted by the near-independence generation to deny the importance of spoken
| am happy to state that the lie has been provento bealie. AL thanksto the empowerement and the
communication power of the internet.

210 aRa6a 626a 7180, A4 ge ad Qv ade,
AR AT A6A AR, Q6] 768 88 ANG | - SRINE
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3.5 Poverty of thinking.

Based on all this | think the real malaise striking 8@4ll and 6&alsis simply alimitation of our thinking. | call it

as “poverty of thinking”. We are poor because we are unwilling to undertake the mental effort where we can
believe we will be rich through effort. Thegq,é that isimplied is not only of 2ifl&@ QI?I\G@ but also

encompasses individual growth and arg@e Qne@ that can produce asociety of 2I0&@gI1 denizens. Thereal
catch for us would be to bootstrap ourself to think that we can do what we want to do.

Aswe arenot dg@ to achieve the hard way, for us gﬁﬁ@ and any other shortcut is the order of the day.

5. Solutions
The solutions to uplifting ourselves can be either or both at individual and societal levels.
5.1 Individual Solutions

At theindividual level the single most important thing we can do isto ensure that our children are
developed in the language. Of necessity, this must progress in the order of spoken, reading, and writing.
With the rise of the visual media substitution of the written word, the importance of visusal and spoken
capability can not be more emphasized. To give an example a person who sings @2l songs would be a

considered close enough to @2l @Isl. Similarly acting out in 682 @1¢'@ and performing @861 21Q@. | can

attest to personal example of making my children literate through the help of these. But it goes without
saying that the principal effort was the fact that we make it a point to speak at 632l home; The singing and

acting are merely reinforcements, or motivators, for sustaining pride, but by themselves are not the
foundation on which &2l @IS capability can be built. The groundwork was the work at home,

At asocietal level we must give priority always to programming which includes @@l content. In fact it
won't hurt to explicitly discourage @6-6&2l programming. Simple asit may sound one only has to attend
any 6&2l event to count the number of 8@2l words used. We must devel op a consciousness to use 63al. A
vivid reference to love of &2l without 662 @19l isin the case of Choudhary, 2002, and the ensuing self-
defence.

One must also encourage usage of in whatever form it takes. A vivid example of discouragement is such as
proferred by Jnana Dash who objected to me using in a backdrop of English content [Dash, 2001]. Whileit
may be a easy to ignore the message as a tantrum thrown by a generation for its own unknown 846 gl?f ,in
reality the impact is tremendous. It requires tonnes of resilience to withstand it. A resilience which we
must build for the sake of 8662l and 882 QI€I. Asasolution to our Q€I issues more people should object to
messages such as coming Dash [Dash, 2001].

It is clear and persistent public support for usage which will lift our society. An example iswhat this author
isdoing in this very paper. Role-modelship for taking a clear stand in favour of is the need of the order of
the day. We should take a step to defend any attempt to dishonour. Let us gather all our strength when
offering rebuttal to such ideas from 6716@@‘simmortal words [Meher, 20" Century]
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| am not one to minimize the Herculean nature of thistask. Even as societal effort isimportant the greatest
Qael isat the@4&als level. Role-modelship by definition is where we become leaders by practicing. A

society can not be anything if itsindividuals do not provide role-model for what it wantsto be. The
challengeis at the societal level, the@iRli@ for the solution is at the @4&616 level.

| am optimistic that self-realization has set in about the @841 Q¢ that we have commited collectively against
our AIg@I8l. What | have not yet seen is adequate signals of open acknowledgement. It ismy firm 23e
@49 that an unacknowledged problem can not be solved. Till then | will wait for 661GI1@Q16 ﬁq’s mythical
QIQI@1' SQAERER prowessin @0 aaie:

Qa7 G gd alo1a @1d QI6a &
Blea 0lAQ 714 ARIEA-@IGE garll
921 @QIa1 QIRQIE N8I-Q0 Q0 6YR
calQia €6 Jeela da #a age 6Q
QO *aIR-8Q im-ale QeR 2@
(QQ) 26 6dIae-616-6610e-96 6dIaq QId el

§a @del @Aa1 N2l @Re 6CRRICA
dgaga ARe1a Q7 & 41§ uea?
dol el 69a AR Y 0a8 6f
aoeia 2@ AeI608 2E Y@ 693 age
Q16 QER-2¢ §of Q0 FaIR AR

1. References

e sasad, Electronic Bulletin Board, Archives and Discussion at http://www.columbia.edu.
P.S. When these discussions were taking place sases was an open forum. Recently it has
become a censored medium. A new electronic discussion group myodisa@yahoogroups.com is
supplanting sasac as afree forum for intellectual exchange.

e Nayak, Anustu, “ The Hybrid Culture of Cyborg Diasporas — Making Sense of the Conversations
of the Expatriate Odia Community on the Internet”, Graduate Scholl of Education, December
2002.

a8 dQiela Yae Q16 @Ig ade 699 966 @16 ?
@1960 Q1613 69 A J& @2l @B A66 @-UITR | - AR




9Q G

O\

@4 «© diSAw

G daRelallelRalfele! T

e Nelson, Danidl, “Last Word Looms for Half the World Languages”,
http://www.global policy.org/globaliz/2002/0221mother.htm.

e Harekrshna Sahu, Dahritri, 2003, Republished in Y ahoo Groups MyQOdisain message no. 1855
by Dhirendra Kar (Dhirendra Kar@HotMail.com).

o 601690, daida, NCKI @G|

e Dillip Kumar Praharaj, June 14, 2000 email in casqe.

e S C. Choudhary, April 7, 2002 in sasee.

e |naddition the e-mail extractsin Appendix B aso form part of the reference.

2. Appendix A: Fallacies of why 662l Qi€ should not be spoken amongst &ls,

e Thereis, at least, one person in the gathering who does not understand &2, hence we should
not use @2l [Patanaik, 2000].

e That because English words are being incorporated rapidly into all languages, 8@2ll is going to
anyway disappear. So what useit isin learning 6&2l.
Accepting words from another language in fact shows that alanguage is dynamic and has
capacity to grow. The best counter-example is English itself, which incoproartes words form
other languages like sponge. Y et it continues to grow like anything.

e (Gdl Cultureisindependent of G2 language.

e Children will learn 832 anyway because they have to write letter to their mother in &2
The@esa&-del 619 has changed the whole game. Today even if the children were to either
speak or write in 8@ to their mother/grandmother, the mother herself will be either 2891 in 6&all

or choose to reply in English.
e Inforeign countries thereis no time for either the parents to impart &2l to children or for

children to learn &2
This has been proven wrong by some parents actually successfully transmitting &2,

e |If weunderstand &2l that is good enough for my role as an ambassador of Orissa; the implicit
conclusion being we have no requirement to speak G&2l.
This assumes that we do not need to propagate 8@2ll or propagation can be done without
speaking the language.

3. Appendix B: Reference mails from 6&2ls.

i.

Mail of Jnana Dash. This mail shows how a genuine desire to use in English writing was 662l @€l
discouraged, wittingly or unwittingly. Thismail appeared in casee on September 21, 2000.

Subject: sasee in general and Oriya values in particular

The plethora of messages in this forum (many of them are of little value or painful to read - like
the ones with personal anecdotes and wisdom on every issue, or the ones interspersed with Oriya words
in English quotations, as if such feeding enhances our vocabulary!!) has reached new heights in terms
of numbers and new lows in terms of contents. To the garrulous ones - the finger rushes to the delete
button at the sight of thy names. Not flattering to your ego, but true. How about taking a vow to
observe a week of "electron-silence" every month?

It is very painful to see discussions pertaining to an unfortunate death in a family. Devjani's note
is an eye-opener and provides points to ponder. Let us display empathy rather than anger and slander.
In the name of community responsibility, we are causing further pain and anguish to those who are
suffering from this tragic loss.

Jnan R. Dash

San Jose




Q Q) @ @diSAw

O\

daRelallelRalfele! T

ii.Mail of Arjun Purohit insasee on April 25, 2002, revelas how adamant are the senior 6é2l's of

iii.

Americathat 862 @€l has no place 882l in gatherings. Typicaly, they usuall imply it rather
explicitlyt stating so. Arjun Purohit’s mail is agood example.

WRONG. It is a gathering of people who are interested in Orissa and her heritage.They may be Oriya
speaking, Koshali speaking, Telegu spaking,Bengali speaking,Kond speaking, Santhali speaking, English
speaking,Hindi speaking,Gujerati speaking..... anything speaking. OSA is not a language based
organisation.Its full name is ORISSA SOCIETY OF AMERICA,not ORIYA SOCIETY OF AMERICA. There seems to
be genuine confusion between OSA and ODissa.

Arjun Purohit

Mail of Devanarayana Patnaik versus Purna Mishra
In this mail we discover how flimsy and defensive are the arguments of the antagonists of 6&2 @I9l.

Conversely how logical and factual are the arguments of the protagonists.

In a message dated 2/24/01 2:05:25 AM Eastern Standard Time, purnamishra@hotmail.com writes:
> if you want to see how the Oriya culture is synonym with the Oriya language, > you need to read
the autobiography of Fakir Mohan Senapati. He has
> described it lucidly how the Oriya culture got decimated in the southern
> Medinipur district as the Oriya speaking people stopped speaking Oriya and > started speaking
Bengali.
>

The then jamindar of Patashpur printed the Oriya Bhagabata in Bengali

Script and tried to preserve the dying Oriya culture. Let us look what happened?

The PandAs became PAndAs, the MohAntys became MAitees, and the JenAs

became JAnAs. The Oriyas became Bengalis. “Bhakuda Macha” became “Katla

Mach”, the ever-popular “Kau Macha” became “Koi Mach”, and lo the source

of Oriya culture the “Pakhala Bhata” became “Panta Bhat”.

people stopped speaking the Oriya language.

I have a question for all who claim one can retain the Oriya culture
without the language. Please share a documented proof with us.

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
> This is a documented proof of what happened to the Oriya culture when the
>
>
>
>
>
> -- Purna

Purnababu,

Fakiramohan Senapati worked hard to revive Odia. He and few others convinced

the then British administrator John Beams, who happened to be a linguist to

let Odia books to be used in Odisha. The Bengalis argued that Odia is not a

primary language. " Odia akta swattantra bhasha noi". Mr. Beams found out through his research that
infact Odia is a primary language and that It has a distinct root and at one time much more developed
than its sister languages Assamese and Bengali.

It is the close similarity between Odia and Bengali that creates problem. Imagine Odisha and Bengal
would have been one state, as it could have been, then clearly first thing that comes to mind is that
Bengali would have been the preferred language, but may be not, the language could have been
something in between, Odangali. That Odia is the living language spoken bu some 35 million people in
Odisha is due to Odia culture, which is thriving well in Odisha.

Now coming to immigrants, like us Odias in USA, can we keep Odia culture in USA. The question, I like
to pose is would we keep Odia culture in USA?. I have posted emails saying NO. We must get rid off
the bad elements of Odia culture in USA. We cannot and should not separate ourselves from the
mainstream Americans. I say that for all Indians not just for Odias. Our children in later years say
after 10 generations may simply be not able to speak in Odia, primarily because there are not that
many Odia immigrants, Odias prefer to stay in Odisha. There is nothing wrong in that, if they become
famous writers in English and influential members of the American community. The alternative of
devoting time and energy to hold on to a much tarnished Odia culture with deep feelings of caste and
distinctions based on one's origin, such as Koshali, Sambalpuri, Gadjati, Jajpuria, Kutki etc is not
something that is that attractive.

Having said all these, I must add that it is necessary that Odias take pride in their literature,
read the Odia books and their translation. The important thing is in our thought process more than
the language.

A poem written by a very illustrious Odia translated into english goes like this:

" Look Brahmin ! to your front and behind
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iv.

vi.

Hundreds of gods in human form are waiting

can you get God sidetracking them ?

Whom are you worshipping in the dark dungeon of the temple
Being afraid to touch the real gods who are left outside
It is sin, not piety, for which the god has become dumb
And does not utter a word in spite of all your worship.

Know ye priest, the god has k\left the country for the sins perpetrated by you
Only the gods of wood and stone are found in the temples

Instead of worshipping the god of stone and wood, come and worship the living
gods

whose eyes will shed tears of joy if you speak to them a few kind words.

Stop teh chanting of your incantations, stop the offer of lighted camphor
These are thousands of gods waiting outside with outstretched hands.

Give the food offerings of the deities to these hungry gods

And see god in every human habitation

with that worship the dumb god will be vocal in no time

And the neighbors will exchange among themselves the words of god

Come devotees, come priest don't enter the dark dungeon any more

In the divine light outside, search for the gods personified."
I am sure there will be many who will at once know who is this Odia writer.

It is a tribute to him that he understood that what is holding Odia's progress are its own
people, those who wear a Paita and the rest who do not. In the name of history and tradition, the
Paitabalis exploit the baser instinct of their fellow men and weaken the society as a result.

In America do as Americans do. Be a proud American first, learn Odia next. Read Odia literature, you
will be surprised to find that many Odia writers who shaped Odia culture of today were immigrants
from Bengal. speaking both Bengali and Odia, and contributing significantly to Odia culture.

I wonder what will some Odia's say i1f a Bengali after visiting Jagannath will say that while she was
inside the temple Jagannath spoke to her in Bengali!. Would that make Jagannath culture any less of
an Odia culture?

Devanarayan Pattanayak, February 24, 2001

Mail of Dharitri Mishra, October 25, 2001 in sesqs::
This mail suggests that even though that globalization has handicapped the spread of 6&2ll us from
passing @2l to our children, the real reason is our attitud.

Pandit Nilakantha's works were published many years back in a multi-volume collection called
"Nilakantha Granthabali", which is unfortunately out of print for quite a while now. However, there
is a voluntary organization named "Nilakantha Smruti Samiti" in Bhubaneswar, which has re-printed
some of his books in the recent years.

Unfortunately, at present time, most of the highly educated younger generation Oriyas in Orissa don't
have time or temporament to learn and read Odiya, let alone the past of Orissa. (It does not help
them to complete in the current global market place.) However, those, who are especially interested
in socio-political issues related to Orissa prior to Independence, and in Odiya as an independent
language (not an offshoot of Bengali, for example), would find many of Pandit Nilakantha's writings
very informative.

Thanks.
-Dharitri Misra, Maryland

Mail of Dillip Kumar Prahargj, June 14, 2000 in casas
This mail reveals how deep seated in our sub-consciousnessis our avoidance of &2

I have been reading so many emails on language. Have you seen an Oriya

commanding to his dog like 'Tomy, Nain, Ja-a-na, base, kha' they usually say 'Tomy, No, Dont go, Sit
down, Eat'.

Why do we talk in English to a dog ? Any explanations !!!! Have you ever thought about it °?

Just a thought, pl. dont take it otherwise

Dillip K. Praharaj
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vii. Mail of Biswa Patanaik, February 20, 2001 in sasae:
This mail contained an excellent article on our 96 6@l gI&@AIA (as an attachment) showing how we

no longer possess our I&AIe. The article was from Dharitri and the author was @l @Il ﬁq.
viii. Mail from Ram Dash of July 11, 2000 in eesae, showing how the nonsensical arguments for not
speaking &2l was understood by keen observers, and how it correlates with our gIQdI@.

Dear All,
If you happen to be reading this mail, I request you to read it, in its entirety.

In past few days I was silently observing the war of words between Satya Dash and Mira and was at
pains to see how some people sided with one or with the ther and even calling for truce, more or so
for a girl who doesn’t seem to have the slightest respect for her mother tongue (If I can say so).
[Authors Annotation: Mira Panda was a youth and an excellent example of youths misguided by a lost
generation of parents. Her, numerous excuses for not speaking 6@¥ are archived in sesse. ]

Is the issue one between only Satya and Mira? How can our visions be so myopic? I believe the issue
has far greater implications and far reaching consequences. Let me ask you people a couple of why’s.

Why do we as parents choose to converse with our own children in English? Why do we as uncles and
aunts choose to converse with other’s children in English?

Is Odia such a difficult language to muster? I have seen couple of second generations girls (of
course they are in a minority) fluently speaking in Odia. Take my example. At an age of 24 I tried to
learn Hindi and now at the age of 26, I can read, write and speak quite well in Hindi. I don’t boast
of any higher IQ but for my will to do so and I did it.

I even came across such ridiculous statements, as one can remain Odia without speaking Odia. I think
these kinds of statements have the potential to question the very foundation of an ethnic group on
this world known as Odias. Odianess is not hereditary. One does not automatically qualify for being
an Odia just because he/she has one orboth parents Odias. Also at the same token, we can’t question
one’s Odianess if one or both parent’s of his/her are not Odias. To being an Odia, I believe that
there must be some Odianess in you heart. By saying Odianess, I mean love to a language which
distinctly identifies the ethnic group, love and respect for all our fellow brethren and so on.

Mr. Satya Dash can be radical, he may be little abusive, but what I feel is the inner cry of a person
who is seeing his fellow brethren on a path of dwindling morality and false pride (I say flase pride
just because they can speak in English).

And the issue is not confined in America alone. Its echo is reverberating in Odisha, where now
English-Medium schools are mushrooming all across the length and breadth of the state for the same
false pride and reason.

What happened to our “Swabhimaan”? In our village there is a Bengali family living for 100 years but
as you enter their house you can still hear them conversing in sweet Bengali. Then why is it
difficult for us? Why should we put all the blame on the environment?

I can see you all (myself included) on the verge of crossroads. We have to decide individually which
course we have to take. We have every right to differ. But think once, do you want to take the
course, which will strip you of the very identity, of which you are presently taking pride on?

The choice is yours.
Thanks,
Ram Dash
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