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Coverpage: The coverpage of this issue has
photographs by Shri Bishnu Mishra, knit together to
depict a symbolic image of Orissa in her different
hues.
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“duradrusti” feeds on the flames of
farsightedness flickering in the hearts and
minds of Oriyas all over the world. As the
mouthpiece of oDiA samAja (OdiSA), the
journal aspires to inspire all Orissa lovers
in the service of our motherland, Orissa.

gealoe dgnla’ 6‘@6‘797@?...
From The Editor...

Dear readers and writers,

Welcome to the 7" issue of Duradrusti. It is hard to imagine that with the efforts
of a handful of busy people could sustain it for seven excellent issues. In some of the
previous issues, when | had the opportunity to act as the Editors, | wrote the Editorials
in Oriya. This time is again my privilege to write something, although my contribution for
in terms of written article is zero. The credits rather go to the entire editorial board and
a few other volunteers who do not want their names in print. For this issue, | am acting

as an agent to fill the gap, just for the sake of it.

The explosion of knowledge happens in every age, but only a few products of
such explosion survive the scrutiny of time. Therefore, before writing this Editorial, |
tried to learn from the model Editors and columnists, who write almost daily in the
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newspapers and/or journals. | respect such people as | feel uncomfortable of writing
even one for unforeseeable reasons. Then entered the dilemma of whether to write it in
Oriya or English? Like most others, | do not read the Editorials in every journal or
newspaper | happen to browse; and assume that the contents of the entire issue are
always summarized in the first page or two. If that is true, then what is the job of the
Editor other than getting his name in print while the writers, reviewers, proof-readers,
and layout designers do the hard work?

There is no such definition on the qualifications based on which an Editor can be
called ‘poor’ or ‘excellent’. If we look into the newspaper business in Orissa, we find
that very few of the ‘Editors’ do the actual writing, and the rest are involved in either
active-politics or socializing-politics. Duradrusti is somewhat different in this regard.
Here, the aim of the publication of articles is not for the purpose of promoting an
organization (say oDIA samAja) or carry the beacon of error-free Oriya language.
Instead, it is rather a soft-core approach to foster friendship, encourage new writers to
polish their talents, and share their views in their prose or poetries.

For any professional journal to survive there must be one or more qualified
persons in the Editorial board to correct the mistakes. It is probably right to say that the
most deplorable things in the world are the expression of excellent pieces of wisdom in
poorly worded languages. But, how can we find them for a journal like Duradrusti,
which lives only by the voluntary efforts of its readers and writers. None of the
members in this group are in the professions of teaching language or literature. Until
then we can have an acceptable solution by separating language/grammar from
expression. Expressive literature can be corrected within the limits of available
understanding by the current members. At a later date, the quality can be improved
with the stepping-in by experts. Among our group we have people who possess
excellent knowledge of both the Oriya and English languages. Unfortunately, many of
them are unable to participate or even make decisions to participate in the writing or
editing processes. Let us hope things will change in the near future and our friends will
understand that all those who spare their times do not do so in vain. There are many
scholars in Orissa who can take care of the grammars and other tools to enhance the
language, but expressing ourselves in a prose or poetry must be done on an individual
basis. No real scholar would write for personal gains and many write for fun.

In the last twenty years | tried my best to learn some grammar but have failed
miserably. | have a book on the philosophy of the grammarians that discusses the
literature of ancient India on the basis of the works of more than 70 of these
philosophers of language, ranging from Panini to the modern scholars like Ramajnya
Pandeya. However, the material seems to be of limited discussion for common people
like me. | had similar trouble even understanding the contents of a small book on Oriya
grammar, ‘oDIA bhASAtatwa: bichAra o bishLeSaNa’ by Dr. Dhaneswar Mohapatra.
Nevertheless, this personal deficiency with my own mother tongue or professional
language will never prevent me from accepting the truth and continuing to express my
ideas in a journal like Duradrusti.
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It is my sincere hope that many of you would like to contribute articles for the
future issues without the reservation that you may not produce good prose, poetry, or
drama for the first time. Those who never dare for crossing the barrier of self-inhibition
would never contribute anything for the benefit of others. Until we try, we can never
realize our potentials in one arena or another.

As done in the previous issues, we have many interesting articles for your
pleasure. | sincerely thank the volunteers who tried their best in collecting, typing, and
editing the articles. There will be many errors, which must have escaped our attention.

This is an electronic edition and with your help we can make the corrections at any time.

With sincere regards,
Markandeswar Panda
Acting Editor.
January 13, 2007
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62 AGQ (608 “QRos” @ 671a e afa QIGe JARAR | A9Ra QIgNAl 9009
A4S UG G8 QIe6a 9RIGe AAgRIq UIGR TeRE ARC 6Q GGl 6Q QO% |
CAAIRE Q@ TI6RI9R B AAYRIR AR GREdIFER GRQt AId Gla d8d adea 9AGe
alasa aqIdel @Q0I | Qags 6o alog/aIbal 6 6Asa/6AGAI @A FadEa Ga
QIAEA AGNLE | YIIR'E @Rl 496UI66Q, Qg 618 A9 Q MUIAIq RIFQIQ JoR 624!
Gl 2643 @0Q dai9 @QQl AIE QY 621 &8l | 6A916 666X Jasa. AINER @AAld
AADER, ARG QIS QS Qla E°9Ide 2RIa @adtn. 06 693ef gl @ aGQId 60
Y& gadl QI8Iae @ dJeleq 696 Y9Ia 9eaI9d adal IgnY 629717 | a3 9agRe
AG2Id6a QINER @RaIAE, ANga 2A96Idel 6 @0RGI QUER G4l ARG | GelId g
606 @108 48, 6 Age Y@ 9GaQ d6e MG |

In this issue of January 26, 2007, we are trying to improve the quality of the journal, as
well as the performance of the Editorial board. When | mean performance, | really
mean it, because we are trying to give a new direction to Duradrusti by organizing a
printed version. We hope the magazine will be successful in reaching out to the villages
of Orissa with a nominal price or so. Our sole purpose is to reach out and encourage
the next generation young writers to exploit their thoughts for a change in an improvised
P Q. St —— Q. St Q =2
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way, so that it can reach each individual who has feelings to do something for Orissa.
Today, the voices of the brainstorming sessions of Odia-sAmja / Myodisa has reached
out to inside and outside of Orissa including the Govt. India, Govt. of Orissa, AG, etc.
But Odia-sAmja / Myodisa is not going to stay idle until such an echo has reached out to
each corner of Orissa and her people. The children of Orissa need to be awake and
arise from the dust of fallen behind syndrome. And this is a mandatory requirement in
order to survive and keep your identity intact in today's world. Duradrusti, Odia-sAmja ra

mukhapatra, is a small step towards it.

At the end, once again, | don't hesitate to re iterate that I'm proud to be part of
such a great endeavor and requesting others to be parts of it through your contributions
such as suggestions, comments, writings, and even criticisms. Each and every drop of
water is valuable enough for filling a glass.

Best wishes!

Biswaranjan Jena
CE, Odia Samaja
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QQQ8q Ferars dIOadIcr RN QIf 6§QYEe AlINA Fadsq ®Ie 26e | caId
QARG @aydq gda ©9d-eqdl de° ge-geel g9e ayhe text

messaging, cell phonesq aaig seindeig cohicia axvad a'a
299 @& @ g6e | 6aRslIA @', QIR (Al caden) el eaRde 80 au,
QY866 caIGICAlS AN QINER KRGS EAAAIT, ARSI |

¥y Adgleq aiQde, aig, qlg eso od adia, dlrIQE Adse @Qalelala el
aie 69RdId § 9@ g9, gaQ, 9&° AFQIdY RN gl | eRCINeR Atie Qe

Morse Codesa oiq saissl 6ade 94 | 6a6IeR 66R6a AIFQdY QI6e AR
Q0q Feagl 26e 6aAIER ATY @R 6a &8 EIER AN AR AR @60
Q6@ QIRAe | 999 690Iq QUIae Qdedld 2i6g I'ad QQGIY QRAIN 9§ G
ARINACR 6686 Qlel QIal ARCIRG AR | AILIER 64 ARG TN I

ege adw 6 gaisaiey gl Western Union ceeq cohiciaq qieaiq

agcq adal ceiaga | frig aoceaice Western Uniong egqia 6q6a
a6 aieg eeRdiag Saas el @Idel aie | §o1q, 8q ge Gaq deadl goas
coRGlIgq TaFe 28eq @9 QIR cagelq ARaId |
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Morse Code ge binary language | saee - (dash)
(dot) qiar ag aial QaIgde ia FIaa 9@ IRq AR AIRg JAe CRAUR |

9a g46a asl desar diee Morse Codeq eraiwig 6 eraielg Morse
Codegq ageie adeisa eidieig ageIg |

GG'GD.QIQI 4@ 99d @9 adml | o9 @aq Qjaed daediem GGGJGI @Q Qal a8l
GIQ(—]IQQ €daG 9@ Qe 2Qde 6RIER 24 | 68T QQE 6QQ GG‘GD.GII?IGQ ed

@ad queqs cae &g (punctuation mark)e asae ve agd eyeqio

gN | @g ee@ 8¢ eamsq @@ STOP (&g comma) ae <iegiq aqiala
oregem a1 agaml | °Fasa Y @IQI6N ala YQI f6R Qgelq 08e 60 6eRAIAGR

a@ STOP ¢ad casiaia cigiseen 6aad adeee a1 full stop cai@ adel
@l |

9% QIg@e Qeai@ eedeigeq punctuation marke ddeaiq 6 STOP
QQ QPR QL6 ARIYS |

QEAYACA FEARER AFRICIER AAIR Qg F6r ¢aq dIRcA 6d 94 RIQIZS
ARCAIRR QIg ARRGIg @9@ Tl QIg6q Gae dRlIcs QlERFAcR AeFQIq ag6 |
dQIS g 2A6YLR 6QRNAI6M Q@A |

Q66 69 66QQ AQEQd 9Q6Q | O AQER dal QI Qi@ G 2IRR6R IA6T
QUIYE QP6M ACYRRER | ANl 6QRQ QA AINCRICEAR ¢8I GIRG | AIERFYAGR
AR6AIQR Gae 99968 GIgl dad @adal | Gae g AR RIEQI QI |

cAIGOE Jerdl @R6Q QIQGG?IGQFIQ aqlsl 62Q8 | 20 @8 @4l GG?IG'@‘FN 6Q@Iq day
ZIIQ@GQ Q%IG? caAeIemS I AQREQQ ¢JalEQ Aqede G?C«I‘IG'Q- GZII%r 210’2162 aaeLd)

. S _
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QAca, @l calga RS AIRERAG AQGIZR dd6q ORAIR QY AR QR
qISiER) Ua-96) 6aa f@R), 'A6RIe QIQE AR 92 | @Qal ceRsIA 21T I

Qe @96 coRGIa ¢lde Aok 28 @ Al | 6e6e Al A8 QIdQeq el
@60Q Q2 GIg cAQd @QQIcq 98 @ aal | Adied QIGR Gdea AIQI @6RIeY
@QQ! @2l QAR |

QI@ eRISIT ARl QIQé‘IQl deQle QY@ A 4943 6@M | deedIeqe Ql9 SlI@
QIGQ‘SIQGQ 2@ AIRER QIF 6QR AQI PR K6@ QI 6416 QQ@@IQ aI%QI@IQ, 64
aAe6q A6Qle Q Ade QORe AN | 9Q AREAIQR LN S|[21o) dIQae, ClRIeLem

~

990 QIeRgAD AIGErT 2Ice SIFER | AERAR @@em edl @ c@dld, Ade OF
aa |

aeqle Qg amcrdes) 94¢ 699¢ 6QQed, dIF ad amcrdsa A9 | QY
21g6m aneaIen qa | RAIQ @9 a9ed, 62aa aegleQ QIR Q19 ANY Q6w
64 64 QPR g@e@ﬂ AUALR |

2196 @'6l 90 96 ?

AI6R? QI 629 dl? 64l 6e'RAGIA ARRI@?
21968 9l Adee A1 6RIA 6eReIA F6a |
@ 21edi! I coReIa cadlian ?

deQla Q9 @ Q6@ co@alA 6Q¢l @ gem | 6QClIMER Ql @6l | 64 KIQI 69Q AREAIQR
QI‘SI 8.8.aa. G%’O @QG‘Q AU @I, GQQIQ S 06 @@ ZIQQGGI GIG‘I @6em |

@@ aag §ge QFQl A6k ARIe QIQ 64 ARNRIQ QAUGER M @ 6F] Ful
dQ6@Q ¢&, 6d@0 AYAe: ald AT, CI6A | R@QIFER IGRIR AAIE 268 CRAIA-
QUISMIRIG R60G REQ QRIS CelIR6M |
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6d6069R] QIE 6aICIN-QRCI 629 | R67Q AR ACIRGR | 69RMIA dde AFAIR
deQl 6a AIF QIR dQQ Y QIdRl eRRIR JUAIREF QA dQ 6RIHq I TR
il ae8aIReId |

Q670 GI1g QOIR AU, gFRIQ ag F6R, QY ¢'a *FA?”

AP 698 @O | Q69 AR6AIQR fe @Q6m & 6 alg@@, G 9Q 699 -- 9§
Adeq 6a coheIa *9ea | e6a @ge ca 21860 AIF oA @aIRed | @af die
aQaa-F6qid @2l | 929 cHlIRm coRala |

“cHIRd @ Q%QI G?@ ‘FIVQIQI d6e QG&ZIQ, elQl OQ 6QM €|QII€1@ c@Qle Qg |
€& @Qﬂ@ QQI ZIIGQIQQIQ A, GG'QQI?IGQ GGII@\’I \’IGGI@\’I e 6alee |

QIIGQIG'IQ QQ\Q I’

@6aQ a8 98 Qe 69@ comeld 6ollm adem |

“Reaching by Howrah-Puri STOP Meeting confirmed STOP Inform Manoj --
Mamnmohan Mishra”
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A DREAM...

ANWISHA MISHRA
Std. IX(C), Kendriya Vidyalaya 1, Bhubaneswar.

One night when the stars were shining
| dreamt a sweet dream,
I was in a world, which was filled up with colours
And the lights were as in beams.

A tiny little butterfly, sweet and small
With no place to go or venture at all,
It landed on my nose
As if | was special, may be chose!

A sweet song bird, passing by
Flew down to me, from way up high,
It landed on my arm, and
Sang a song, filled with magical charm.

A star up high, twinkled bright,
Smiled at me, with pleasure and delight,
The moon up high, smiled with a wink
It must have blessed me, I think...

An angel appeared and shone her light

Relaying that she was a symbol so right,

Of all that’'s sweet about love and charm
As | stood beside there arm in arm.

I crossed a bridge, over a river
Fishes leapt out and passed by, may be forever,
Beyond sat a mermaid, sweet and serene
Telling me | was a vision and a dream.

This was the dream
I dreamt that night,
When | woke up
The sun was shining bright....
P Q. ::.-:E:)i(a:: Q ::a-a‘g{c:a:: Q ::s::i.?g__r A
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God vs Science

Arun Misra

The title, “God vs Science”, is a misnomer, may be naive and far fetched.

The correct title should be, ‘Christianity vs. Science” or “Bible vs Science”, since genesis
and Old Testament are involved. The statements like, “religion and science will always
clash”, and “religion without science is lame, and science without religion is blind” are
kind of childish. | have watched the debate of creationism vs evolution in early 1970s in
California (and wrote about it in those days) and the incorporation of creation theory in
biology texts then. The resurgence of new ‘intelligent design’ all over the country now is
really, “the old wine in new bottle”. It is more for gathering popular votes for election,
and less for intellectual pursuit of either religion or of science.

Over a billion Hindus, in India and elsewhere, who prefer to call their religion (way of
life) “sanatan dharma” (eternal religion) believe that God created the universe, earth,
and everything on it including human beings, and comes to help the mankind again and
again as incarnation of the Supreme Lord. He has been here at least nine times in the
form of fish, boar, lion, pigmy, Ram, Krishna Budha and others, --- like the
progression of Darwinian Evolution. In addition, believing in dharma, artha, kama and
moksa ---- the attributes of duty, wealth, sex and salvation, Hindus do not consider sex
as sin, or God as single male, but always with a wife and consort. Hence no need for
feminism. Woman was, in Hinduism, not created from the rib of a man, but by the
same process, and from the same material, men were created with. In Hinduism,
where not only ‘humanism’ but everything, animate or inanimate is sacred. Science and
religion are not antagonistic, but two faces of the same coin, and have no conflict.
Sanatan Dharma also considers all religions to be different paths to reach the same
God.

The conclusion that God is lot more incomprehensible than any religion has
ever proposed, is brilliant, and the basic tenet of Hinduism.

Arun Misra lives in Atlanta and can be reached at :
5005 Johns Creek Court, Alpharetta, GA 30022-5513
Phone:770/449-1796; E-Mail : misrausa@yahoo.com; Web : arunmisra.tripod.com
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Orissa: Throttled Dissent, Overstepped Laws,
Displaced People

Saswat Pattanayak

“Toshamodia ra kukura prakruti
Aiintha patare dhyaana”

“Sycophants, like stray curs
Have a vision for leftovers”

(“Utkal Gaurav” Madhusudan Das)

When Sri Madhusudan Das, founding father of Orissa state and chief architect of
Orissa’s struggle for independence, penned down these lines, he was acutely aware
of the opportunists in the province. Political sycophants and academic supremacists
were abound in maintaining their elitisms and in serving the British colonial
causes. Despite heroic struggles by countless freedom fighters, including the
youngest martyr of India-- Baji Raut, to the proudest one Laxmana Nayak, in spite
of the valiant struggles during Sepoy Mutiny, to ghastly massacres of freedom
fighters at Eram during Quit India Movement—Orissa’s rightful claim to freedom
for her people had remained a distant dream for ages.

Orissa--the land of plenty in poverty—is a classic tale of class society. Within it
existed, one comprising the toiling farmers of an agrarian society and indigenous
population of culturally diverse and rich state; and two, comprising the landowning
casteist section reaping benefits from political power, monopoly, and private
ownership of the natural splendors of the state.

The struggle between the two extremely visible classes have been continuing since
several decades now, but has become most conspicuous in recent times. And
increasingly, one is now reminded of how Orissa had emerged as the first Indian
state to be constituted on linguistic grounds as back as 1936 -- not just to
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commemorate a victory to celebrate Oriya as a language, but also to thwart any
attempts at attacking the sovereignty of its people’s rights to self-determination.
That’s because, apparently, most of the upper class Oriyas today seem to be
perfectly content in letting go of Orissa’s hard-earned freedom, and in getting her
sovereignty be sacrificed at the whims of the likes of its former colonial business
masters. Most of us have been reduced to becoming mere “toshamodias”,
considering that the glee at the leftover of a foreign capitalist has made us overlook
the grief of larger masses of fellow dispossessed Oriyas.

Vedanta and Capitalistic Expansions:

Vedanta, which sounds Indian- even Brahminical- is meant to be so. Although
based in England, the company has its eyes set only on former British colony
India. Not just on a country that was being ripped off by the Empire until few
decades back, but also on the poorest state of India. Again, not just on Orissa, but
on the poorest district of Orissa.

Gandhi once said in his Talisman about how before we take a step, we should think
of the welfare of the poorest of the poor. Now his country has another policy in
power: before you take a step, make sure to trample the poorest of the poor to
oblivion.

BJP, the party of domestic business houses and NRI investors, had this brilliant
idea of disinvesting the existing industries of India which would render millions
jobless, and without backbone to protest the injustices. Worse, they had Lord Ram
legends to divert the people into becoming communalist monsters. And during
those times of VVajpayee, they put BALCO (Bharat Aluminum) on sale. Sterlite
comfortably offered a meager $121 million for it. Even Balco labor union had no
clue that the company was sold out for this cheap. The union declared strike.
Supreme Court of India in its worst of wisdom had declared strikes as illegal (in a
country that gained independence through strikes of workers as a major force) and
Anil Agarwal got the approval. Again easy; he went ahead and cut off 30% of
jobs-of course without a problem. One of the largest public trusts was now his
mansion.
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BJP, a party that surprised us all when it splashed every newspaper with full page
ads on the very first term of its election campaign, was always funded by Hindu
extremists living abroad. The proverbial NRIs always looked forward to their
bastion of moneymaking once the command/mixed economy of India took a
beating. And for this, they needed the right wing in India to come to power. Even
for just one term. Because all one needs to sell the country is a seal.

During Vajpayee’s regime, people like Agarwal made fortunes. Not just Balco.
Sterlite got its sweet deals in Hindustan Zinc too - three lead-zinc mines and three
smelters! More job cuts, pay cuts. Less labor force, more work, more profits. In
business texts, they call it efficiency. To us, possibly it sounds draconic.

Gradually after stabilizing the sale process of India, Agarwal aimed at Vedanta’s
mining operations. His stake in Vedanta being $1 billion, it attracted attention of
London Stock Exchange, since it happened to be the first Indian mining operation
to be listed there. Not to be outwitted, Agarwal had the face of Australian mining
magnate Brian Gilbertson to certify the resources of Orissa were good enough.
Gilbertson, one of the wealthiest miners in the world, absolutely amazed by the
resources said they were heavily undervalued. He said they were way better than
any international standard and did not resemble any third world produce.

And so the deal was approved. It had been already struck. Now, everybody’s a
winner-except those that rightfully deserved to win-those that love their little
thatched roofs as much as the bigwigs love their palaces. Those poor that refuse to
give up their collective lands and community rivers as much as the rich that would
guard to their life their safeguarded mansions and exclusive swimming pools.

Here was, then, a classic case of manufactured consent.

News is agog that India will have its Harvard University in next two years. Even
Forbes Magazine testifies to that. The corporate media hails a proposed university
in India to be the greatest hope of reified vision where huge mass of people will be
educated for betterment of India’s economy; and, its poor state Orissa’s. It is being
hailed as the institute that’s receiving the single largest donation ever worldwide:
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$1 billion, and yes its going to be the university with largest real estate holdings
ever-so welcome to capitalism; that apparently works well through capitalists that
claim to be philanthropists of great cause.

Are there any protests against the university? Hardly any. Who would protest
establishment of a first world standard university in a third world standard
country? Instead, there is huge celebration of this proposal, of a one billion dollar
charity. It’s a poor peoples’ world, and free money counts. The donor, Anil
Agarwal is being hailed as a messiah of sort whose generosity is redefining
cannons of capitalism. “Let them eat cake’ is after all being replaced by “Let us
serve them’!

The esteemed Chronicle of Higher Education has been publishing features to
highlight Vedanta, and last week, it has advertised the vacancy positions, including
that of a Provost and Chief Academic Officer. US-based Ayers/Saint/Gross
Architects have been hired to design the Harvard clone. 8,000-acres of land are
being earmarked for this gigantic project (Harvard has only 4,938 acres). In other
words, the largest ever education project in the world is underway already.

Why?

The Corporate Charity for Profits Syndrome:

Recently, a LA Times investigation excavated how the richest man in the world
Bill Gates evades taxes through his philanthropies. In fact, worse, his Gates
Foundation invests 95% of its worth on industries that defeat the purpose of its 5%
charity causes.

How much does Anil Agarwal, the 245th richest person in the world emulate the
club chair? Totally. It appears, he fails to escape the capitalistic dictums: the crude
greed in sophisticated pill. Proponent of the later stage of feudalism, landgrabbing
capitalists have been targeting Africa and Asia for their wealth accumulation. And
ironically, they have been employing causes such as AIDS and education as
excuses to divert the public attention from the real issues: exploitation of resources,
harassment of indigenous peoples, and murders of activists.
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Behind the euphoria that outlines a $1-billion charity of Agarwal for the proposed
university, lies the three years of vehement protests of thousands of
indigenous/tribal people who are being inhumanly displaced a little distant away
for a much larger corporate project that shall hamper the ecology and destroy
livelihoods of local poor for the profits of the same bunch of profit mongers living
in Britain.

The man who has promised to donate for university to educate people also happen
to be the one who has been investing in nearby landmines to displace people and
stake private ownership over public resources through suspect means. Only that,
the dreams of furthering his landmining business would not advance if attempts are
not made to eliminate the long prevailing popular resentments. And for that, the
corporate house has taken shelter in some upper class intelligentsia that profits
directly from a world-class educational institute in bargain. And this group of
abettors comprises some high-profile educators inside India and outside of it, who
have been impressing upon the media agencies to glorify this business house that
funds their future abode.

The nexus between profiteering capitalists and kingpin professors also has
complete consent from some political bigwigs and media business houses. All of
them stand to benefit from a university that’s advertised as catering to upper class,
upper caste youths of India who have had a remarkable private school education
already, considering that the VVedanta University is to be based on “need-blind
admissions”. So yes, in the most backward of states in India, only students with so-
called “‘merit’ (implying most filtered students from urban school education) will
benefit.

The Casualties of University:

I recently spoke with some activists participating in protests movements in Orissa
against the Sterlite business expansions. The resentments are taking place at both
the urban hotspots like Puri (near which the university is proposed) as well as in
rural heartlands of Lanjigarh, Kalahandi (where the alumina project is underway).

Activists told me that at the university site, at least 20,000 people are affected by
the project, whereas nearly a thousand are getting evicted. And yet, the business
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house is conducting press meets to send falsified numbers that the media are
readily savoring. As per Ajit Kumar Samal, vice-president of the project, rehab
packages are assured for all those going to be displaced. “The willing and educated
persons of about 80 families, likely to be displaced, would be imparted capacity
building training to absorb them in the project. We are ready to provide
compensation amount as soon as the Government appoints a committee to fix the
quantum” (The Pioneer, January 6, 2007). So, the number estimated by the
Vedanta University stands at 80, from whom chosen few will be given
compensation only after bureaucratic clearance. Of course, when it comes to
affected people, the industries face bureaucratic hassles as well.

Adding more to the irony is the fact that with such billion-dollar promise quotes,
the industry/government has succeeded in diverting the center of focus from
Lanjigarh land scams to Puri as education site.

Smooth Operation:

For a business baron who, according to Forbes Magazine, “built his London-listed
Vedanta Resources by acquiring state-owned mining and metal assets in India
where main operations are located,” it was imperative that the protests of
environmentalists and other activists be dismissed as routine hindrances in
“developmental’ path whereas the mass looting of home country resources for
individual profit accumulation is planned out. Its as though, the onus on protecting
the mother nature lies only with some professional environmentalists who need to
be chided for receiving money from non-governmental organizations, whereas the
greedy corporate houses’ demands be hailed all the while, for their skillful
trampling down of peoples’ aspirations to hold onto their forest lands for their
meager livelihood!

Vedanta Resources has already completed its 1.4 million tonne alumina project in
Orissa's Kalahandi district despite resistance. But the protest movements against its
further plans to take siege of Niryamgiri Hill, is continuing without much support
of media or political outfits. Following the West Bengal model, even the state’s
official communist parties have not reacted much apart from scantily registering
protests against governmental repression. Only the Marxist-Leninist front of the
left wing have come out to support the peoples’ causes. Lanjigarh at the first stage
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has already witnessed the $874 million project, but is unwilling to part with more
of its sacred hills.

What’s shocking in the entire process is that in spite of mammoth popular
opposition to the mining projects in Orissa, Agarwal’s Sterlite has managed to sign
an agreement with the state Government under Naveen Patnaik to set up both the
alumina refinery in Kalahandi as well as aluminum smelter and power plant in
Jharsuguda. Subsequently it reached agreement with the Orissa Mining
Corporation to jointly operate the Niyamgiri bauxite mines. The refinery is almost
completed and the importing of bauxite through Vizag port has already started.

Not just that the majority people have no say in a plutocracy such as India, where
the rich landgrabbers still rule the destiny of its poor, the private corporate houses
also flout the laws of the lands to go to such extremes as displacing people and
terming them as encroachers on their own lands. Not just the fact that such lands
are illegal to be sold to non-tribals, but also the fact that Supreme Court-appointed
environment-empowered-committee has strongly disapproved of the project
location, has not dissuaded the state government from its unholy alliance with the
foreign firm.

Apart from its obvious anti-people repercussions leading to displacement of tribal
groups, Lanjigarh has attracted ire of the Supreme Court of India and subsequently
many environmentalists. As a result, Ministry of Environment & Forest has also
recently issued directives to the Wildlife Institute of India to undertake studies
related to the impacts of mining on biodiversity including wildlife and its habitat in
the proposed Bauxite Mining area at Lanjigarh, Kalahandi as per the
recommendations of the Forest Advisory Committee.

The findings, among other things suggested the following:
“ A) Bauxite from the Niyamgiri plateaus is proposed to be extracted through
open cast operations. Various kinds environmental degradations and impacts are
associated with this kind of mining. These are: geomorphologic changes,
landscape changes, loss of forests; land degradation; loss of flora and fauna; loss
of habitat; geo-hydrological and drainage changes; land vibration, shocks,
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blasting and noise; air quality reduction, water quality reduction; disruption of
socio-economic dependencies and public health hazards etc.

B) Bauxite mining at Niyamgiri will bring several changes due to blasting and
disturbances to the forested habitat over a period of 25 years. The mining plan
proposes to have 3 working shifts of 8 h3rs each per day and 6 days per week.
Working of the mine during night shifts would induce disturbances due to
illumination of the Niyamgiri plateau area and pose disturbance to wildlife species
more specifically the nocturnal animal. The illumination may restrict movement
and habitat use and reduce occupancy and utilization by several species. This
situation eventually will reduce elephant movements across Niyamgiri massif to
Karlapath and Kotagarh Wildlife Sanctuaries and ultimately effect the population
structure and there by its genetic diversity. Exodus of human population to mining
site will enhance conflict with wildlife so to their losses in long run. Bauxite
mining in Niyamgiri plateau will destroy a specialized kind of wildlife habitat,
dominated by grasslands and sparse tree communities. These kinds of sites are
breeding habitat of many herbivores such as barking deer and four horned
antelopes.”

The manufactured euphoria over the richest proposed university in the world is as
illusive as the concept itself. A business house employing power tactics, first tries
to set up an ecologically disastrous mining project to exploit Orissa’s indigenous
areas for private gains. Facing stiff opposition from people and environmentalists
alike, it struggles to gain a foothold for almost three years. And finally, wins the
corridors of powers as predicted, with a side dish, a dream university: one that has
allured the intelligentsia and educated section of the state, to create a normalization
that can facilitate corporate hegemony over a land’s soul—its peoples.

(Saswat Pattanayak is an activist based in New York City. He blogs at saswat.com)
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Last Six Months of Orissa and OdiAs Worldwide

Saubhagya Laxmi Mohapatra
E-mail: editor@worldorissa.com

The Bumpy Road to Industrial Prosperity:
Development and displacement: time critical, equation tough.

Chief Minister Naveen Pattanaik is considered the icon of India in attracting
investors. The financial and business critics saw a rising state from the bottom of
poverty. The race is still on. New investors are ready to invest in IT to Private
Institutions. But in the midst of all these the conventional issues of development
and displacement remains huddle. For him dealing with foreigners is a easy, but
insiders remain challenging. More than one year after the Kalinga Nagar incident
NH-200 is still blocked. POSCO project is delaying by months, adding to the
setback is the most recent rejection of Orissa Governments plea by central ministry
to allocate Khandadhar under company lease. Year 2007 will be a critical year for
Orissa as all eyes are looking for the next chapter after MOUs -how many of these
projects will come to fruition!

At the other industrial stories Center has agreed to the Orissa’s demand of
power share and approved for allocation of 200 MW of electricity of NTPC to
state. Through the proposal a group of venture capitalists from USA, Orissa is
looking forward for its own Silicon Valley. The group plans to pump Rs. 250 crore
into the project, which will be completed in three phases by 2011. Hindustan
aeronautics limited (HAL) is to set up Rs. 100 crore plant at Koraput in
collaboration with Pratt & Whitney. Minecode has proposed to set up research
centre in Orissa. Government has received proposal for the private medical college
in Rourkela whose foundation stone was laid back in 2003. JPM Rotary Eye
Hospital and Research Institute has announced a Pediatric Eye hospital at a cost of
approximately Rs 2.2 crore in Cuttack.

Air connectivity with metros of India to the state has improved. Indian airline
added days to its flying routine from Bangalore to Bhubaneswar, Kingfisher is
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connecting Delhi-Hyderabad-Bhubaneswar and Air Deccan is to start more flights
for Bhubaneswar.

In the socio economic front central government has dropped the Special grant for
KBK districts. These most economically backward districts of Orissa now being
under BRGF (Backward Region Grant Fund) will get only 250 crores central fund
as compared to 1000 crores for districts of Bihar in similar conditions.

In the education front: After months of campaign for an 1ISER on Aug 28
Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, announced the setting up of National
Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER) at Bhubaneswar. This
proposed institute is said to be at par to the IISERs and will be funded by
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE). Reportedly the institution will enroll
students from 2007.

President Kalam has laid the foundation stone an IIIT (International Institute of
Information Technology). The art of Living foundation is set to set an university in
the state.

On IIT plans, the IIT Bihar and 1T Rajasthan has been announced but for Orissa
not only the new IIT dream has gone to vain but also the up gradation of IIT
Kharagpur branch is reportedly facing set back.

Achievements:

Dr. Kailash Sahu was in the news for discovery of new planets. The group lead by
Dr. Sahu at NASA using the Hubble Space Telescope have discovered what they
believe are 16 new planets deep in the Milky Way, leading them to conclude there
are probably billions of planets spread throughout the galaxy.

Dr. Durga Madhaba Misra has been nominated by The Electrochemical society
(ECS) to receive the award of Fellow of Electrochemical Society. Dr. Misra is one
among the 14 other selected for ECS Fellows for the year of 2006 for individual
contributions and leadership in the achievement of science and technology in the
area of electrochemistry and solid-state sciences and current active participation in
the affairs of The Electrochemical Society.
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Padmini Rout, a student of DAV School Bhubaneswar, has won two national titles
(Girls under-11 and under-13 category) and an equal number of Asian youth (Girls
under-12) titles. Padmini finished fourth in the World Youth Chess championship
(Girls under-12) at Batumi, Georgia. She has bagged all these titles within just a
short span of two years and without a personal coach.

The "Pathfinder' a micro robot, designed by four students of the Kalinga Institute
of Industrial Technology here, has won the top prize in the robotic show at the
Technical Festival organized at IIT Guwahati recently.

Pratibha Roy will be awarded the Amrita Keerti Puraskar (National Level) for her
contributions in the field of Indian literature on September 27, the birthday of Mata
Amritanandamayi, the "hugging saint".

Jagi Mangat Panda The lead of Ortel Communications Ltd, Orissa and wife of
MP Vaijayanta Panda has been selected as the Young Global Leaders (YGL) 2007.
The honor is bestowed annually by the WEF to recognize and acknowledge the top
250 young leaders from around the world for their professional accomplishments,
their commitment to society and their potential to contribute to the shaping the
future of the world.

Events Worldwide: prominent among the socio cultural events for global Oriyas
were, the Ganesh Chatuthy by Bangalore Orissa Puja committee and other Orissa
societies, summer picnic by California Oriyas, Kumar Utscab celebration by
Canada Oriya society, the Rudrakhya Odissi dance across the North Americas,
Singapore Oriya Community celebrated Deepavali , Boita Bandana by the Orissa
Society of Canada (OSC), Orissa Association of Mysore.

Other notable events were First Global Oriya meet by the Delhi Orissa Forum,
SAMBHAYV, the cultural program presented by The Association for Learning
Performing Arts and Normative Action (ALPANA) in New Delhi.

Third Pravasi Oriya Divas by Non Resident Facilitation Center (NROFC) ware
the meeting points of global Oriyas from across the globe in December 2006 with
discussion and seminar on Odissa development at Nalco Community center
Bhubaneswar. The special attraction at the function was the inauguration of new
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version of WorldORISSA.com. which was the first event just after the inaugural
speech. The Service to the Oriya community by the website was praised by the
attendees.

3rd International Odissi Festival by Indian Performing Arts Promotions Inc.
(IPAP), a non-profit organization for promoting Indian performing arts in USA
was organizing at Bhubaneswar, Orissa from Dec. 26-30, 2006. The performance
was organized at Rabindra Mandap Indoor and Utkal Sangeet Mahavidyalaya. The
program gathered more than 300 dancers, gurus, teachers, and dance scholars from
20 countries.

In the memory: Raja Sarangi: On August 16 2006 The Oriya community of North
America lost its friend Rajendra (Raja) Sarangi of Toronto, Canada.. He was
remembered as part of the original Orissa Society a very active member of the
community and for his reaching out to the greater Indian community and
mainstream politics of Canada. He was awarded the Hind Rattan award by the
Prime Minister of India for his dedicated service to the community.
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Paradigm Shift of OdiSA
(Odisa Samaja + MyOdisa + Duradrusti)

- A journal report by Biswaranjan Jena, CE, OdiSA (2004-2006)

Unlike other organization that follows its traditional chronology, OdiSA
has gone through a completely different paradigm in its journey from 2004
to 2006. During this paradigm shift, OdiSA has turned itself out from its
confine into a free spirit & brought itself from inside out while keeping its
integrity intact. And that is only possible due to its functional transparency
as well as valuable contributions from prominent members to do something
for good cause(s).The memoir of OdiSA defined below is a vivid description of
its life’s journey filled with lots of experiences from 2004 to 2006.It has
reached its destiny by crossing all the ups & down that came across its way.
While its paradigm shift is not an easy journey as some might thinks it
otherwise but at the end it is the transparency & honesty that made OdiSA
stands apart unlike other organizations.

OdiSA starts its journey in 2004 with a fresh election for the board as
well as electing the new CE keeping its eye on the future. After the fruitful
election, the CE & other BOA members have agreed to take the responsibility
to carry its future forward by holding their first BOARD meeting. Taking
advantage of the internet age, BOA had a chat room conference which lasted
more then 4 hours irrespective of individual BOA member’s time differences
which indicates its first sign of dedication towards carrying it forward & to do
something for orissa attitude. Even it was a lengthy one but the end result
was very constructive & produced success full committees, out of which
prominent of them are reconstruction of Duradrusti committee, Web mgt.
committee, Finance committee & Public relation committee & so on.
Organization chart hierarchy was given a formal approval as well.

While ratification of OdiSA constitution took a while based on
individual members feedback & suggestions. While the web mgt. committee
performed its timely task of continual of domain registration, Public relation
committee has put a tremendous effort in registering itself as a formal non-
profit organization dedicated for oriyas around the world & for orissa.
Meanwhile finance committee did not forget to file its yearly Income tax
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returns along with financial reports. Duradrusti committee has put its great
efforts in reshaping its mouth piece “Duradrusti” in order to preserve Oriya
culture, language & heritage, same time facilitates a platform to express
individual oriyas views & news. The public relation committee with the help
of BM-2005 committee had successfully hold its 2005 annual Bandhu-Milana
in Toronto Canada in order to have a face-to-face interaction among
members & discussed various issues w.r.t. to orissa & its developments.

Also during this period OdiSA has successfully enhanced its free speech
platform, known as “Myodisa” yahoo group into a new height. As a result not
only it produced new truth seekers, leaders, entrepreneurs etc but also able
to join hands with other prominent organizations those think with the same
spirit & dream for a prosperous & developed orissa. The most prominent of
them are Agamee Odisa, IIT Bombay alumini, Worldorissa & so on. The
NIS/IISER issue has taken a center stage among all these
organizations/groups which leads them to come under one umbrella & fight
for the good cause of developing orissa. Many letters & emails, individual as
well as group has been sent to PM of India, President of India, Educational
ministry, Human resource ministry, Orissa CM etc. OdiSA provided it’s all
possible unconditional support to Agamee Odisa & stands by it in every
account that helps the movement forward. As a result currently the
movement started producing fruits one by one. In year 2006, Public relation
committee had put tremendous efforts in formalizing the Bandhu Milan 2006
at Los Angeles, California. Also the CE of OdiSA & President of OSA had come
to a point of discussion of holding a joint get-together as well, even though it
did not materialize but both organizations see it as a first stepping stone of
forming a bridge for an open communication channel. In this great effort the
CE of OdiSA is very thankful towards the BOA for showing its confidence on
him in dealing the issue. Also during this period OdiSA has more then
doubled the growth of its memberships & welcoming those members in open
hands.

+Irrespective of all these important events in OdiSA’s changing life in
2004-2006, there are many more events which is very difficult for OdiSA to
remember but it does not forget to show its gratitude towards many
individuals both members as well as non-members, who have contributed
one way or other in restructuring OdiSA. Out of which OdiSA would like to
give its special thanks to members like Debasmita Misra, Satya Dash,
Biswaranjan Pattnaik, Markandeswar Panda, Anil Panigrahi, Ahimanikya

0o 04 =0

_S RISV IR

Journal of Odia Samaja — January 2007, Volume 5 Issue 1 QQQE -
DL



Q ! q a 662 AIeQ Q6ag

A2

S NS 2Dy -

AIIN

Satpathy, Bikash Panda, Amit ku. Misra, Chinmoy Nayak., Biswajit Misra ,
Biswajit Khandai , Dhirendra Kar , Pradyouta Sahu & many more. Non
members includes Pravakar Satpathy, Chitta Baral , Lalit Pattnaik , Subhagya
laxmi Mohapatra , Manoj Panda , Bijoy Misra , Asrujit Mohanty & many more
those who have contributed immensely for Odia Samaja, MyOdiSA &
Duradrusti’s growth by their actions behind the scenes.

Besides all these happenings OdiSA still in its development stages &
seek its future leadership to continue with the same spirit as well as speed.
Out of which, it would like to recommend few notes that might be helpful in
its future growth. First & foremost ill be ratification of its constitutions to
address various issues that came during this period. More open
communication & a respect for the defined constitution of OdiSA. OdiSA will
appreciate if individual members can be more constructive in nature &
willing to take responsibilities to move forward, maintaining the
transparency & willing to sacrifice for the good cause of OdiSA as well as
Orissa.
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ORPHANS OF RURAL ORISSA

SUBHAS C. MOHAPATRA
PRESIDENT, IAFF

Before last year, | was totally ignorant about this issue, and after one year, | am
still in the learning process. Involvement with the Orphan issue of Orissa was not a
planned activity for IAFF. | got involved in it through serendipity. There is an Orphanage
named Nivedita Ashram in Patalipank, Dist. Kendrapara. It is, however, accessed through
Kujang of Jagatsingpur District. Patalipank is about 13 km from Pardeep, the port city. A
group of Indians belonging to AIC-WNY (American Indian Community of Western New
York) have donated a 10-acre parcel of agricultural land to this orphanage to help it attain
self-sustainability. One member of this group contacted me to ask if | can provide any
assistance for the optimal use of the land. | agreed under the provision that | need to first
survey the land and study the possibilities. So, during my 2005 trip to Orissa, Mr. Mihira
Rath of AIC took me to the orphanage, run by Lutheran Mahila Samiti, and from there to
the land located at Barakolipada. The trip was a memorable one for me because | had
never ridden a motorized rural boat. We had to travel to Paradeep, from where we
boarded the boat and traveled upstream for nearly two hours to reach Barakolipada, near
what is known to local people as Batighar. For obvious reasons, this had to be done under
high tide. Upon disembarking from the boat, we had to walk more than two kilometers to
reach the farm. Because the orphanage had already started several projects, my options
for developing a long-range plan were limited, but nevertheless exciting. Therefore |
agreed to accept the responsibility without hesitation. Many a “day dreams” (indeed it
was day dream because it took place in the middle of the day) floated through my mind at
lightening speed. | was thankful to the almighty that finally | got a chance that might
make some real difference. After endless expressions of optimism, typical of my personal
trait, we decided to hurry back to the boat before the low-tide sets in. Unfortunately,
when we reached the boat, it was already low tide and our boat got stuck in the sand bed.
Every one of us jumped out of the boat and started pushing it for nearly half km until we
reached a safe water depth for navigation. Although it was easy for me to jump out of the
boat, | had forgotten how to jump in to a moving boat and in the process almost drowned.
If it were not for the quick action of several fellow passengers, that probably would have
been the end of my dream. Any way, this process of pushing the boat made it late for us
in returning to the orphanage and we had to spend the night there. | used this time to learn
a little more than its agricultural need. What | learnt was not only eye opening for me, but
it made me make a silent commitment to serve the orphans of Orissa for the rest of my
life. This also brought back some decades old painful memories. After my wife and | had
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a son in 1973 and a daughter in 1975, we decide to adopt at least one and if possible more
children from different orphanages of Orissa. We were influenced to take this decision
because most children being adopted by USA families in the seventies were from
Romania and almost none from India. Our dreams were dashed because some of my
family members felt insulted that we were planning to adopt children from the “street”
while children of our own family could benefit equally from a western life. That night, at
the Nivedita Ashram Orphanage, | thanked the Almighty that finally my dream was
fulfilled: now all the orphans of Orissa are my children. Thus, my dream of providing
agricultural technology took a life of its own and became a dream of serving the orphans
of Orissa. When my wife learned of this decision she also was excited and gave me
warning that | must not do a shoddy job just because they are helpless orphans. She drew
up a methodical step-by-step plan for me on how to proceed. One such charge was to find
out details about what happens to the orphans of Orissa. | have addressed this later in this
article.

At the Nivedita Ashram, | found that the orphanage is founded on the principle of
Sri Aurobindo and Sri Ma. Because my approach would be based on western methods |
had to make sure that my methods do not run contrary to the spiritual methods in use.
Because my exposure to the orphanage took place towards the end of my 2005 trip, | did
not have much time to take any steps in this regard. Therefore during the 2006 trip I spent
nearly two weeks at Pondichery to learn about the principles and methods associated with
Sri Aurobindo Philosophy and expanded by Sri Ma. | was simply stunned to find that the
model that | had developed for the Nivedita Ashram was already in full operation both at
the Aurobinda Ashram at Pondichery and at Auroville. Simply put, technological
upliftment is not only possible along with spiritual upliftment, but must be a component
of integrated education and service to the Devine. This not only gave me a sigh of relief,
but I also found out that my struggle was over and the process of learning has just started.
It is just a matter of faithfully duplicating the Pondichery success at Patalipank. This is
reflected in the master plan given in the second portion of this article.

Now about the Orphans of Orissa. As | have said in the beginning, it is still a
learning process for me. However, the past year has given me some time to learn a little
more about rural Orphans. Some of these have been detailed in the master plan given
below. Before going to the master plan, | wish to draw attention to one of my most recent
findings. During my 2006 Orissa tour, | conducted a nonscientific (and certainly
superficial) survey at some of the leading institutions of Orissa such as Ravenshaw
College, SCB Medical College, GM College, JITM, NIST, Synergy and KIIT. In some
cases the survey was conducted while visiting the campus while for other institutions the
survey relied on information given by people knowledgeable about these campuses. In no
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case did | find any information about a single female who actually grew up in an
orphanage. It is probably no exaggeration to say that not only these female orphans are
abandoned on the roadside as infants, but they are also being abandoned on the roadside
as adults. Therefore it is no wonder that we do not find many orphans in the social
hierarchy. Why this happens becomes clear when the cost involved in higher education is
taken into consideration. For example, if a student qualifies for an Engineering college or
Medical College, the cost of travel, boarding, lodging, books, equipment, tuition and
health care etc. can easily exceed Rs.5000 per month in an urban area. Thus, the total cost
for each student could exceed Rs.2 lakhs during a 4-year period, not to mention the
donations required in private colleges. Against this stark reality, IAFF has embarked on
an uphill battle to reverse the apathetic tide against the orphans of rural Orissa. | am
hopeful that readers of this article will join IAFF as partners in progress. They can do so
in one or more of the following ways:

1. Please read the attached master plan and suggest improvements in its contents and
implementation.

2. Please donate to IAFF Rs.1000 (one thousand rupees or whatever your resources
permit) each year for as long as you can afford starting with 2007. Whatever amount
you decide to share with IAFF, please do so during the month of January or earlier
without depending on a reminder from me. It is obvious that this letter will reach some
of you even after January. If so, please do not worry; if your donation arrives IAFF
after January, it will be credited towards the following year. | have taken this strategy
because it will give IAFF a financial picture before it undertakes budgeting and
appropriations for the entire year. Further, this will reduce costs associated with
bookkeeping, issuance of receipts and report writing etc. If you read the attached
Master Plan, you will find that provision has been made so your money will not be used
for items you do not approve. To avoid collection cost, please send the money through
Money Order or Bank Draft payable to IAFF 10B Account # NRO 50082. If you wish
to donate cash, please hand it over to Mr. Parsuram Mohapatra, Advocate, Plot 4, Unit
8, in front of DAV School, Bhubaneswar. Those who wish to pay smaller amounts for
which money order or bank draft may not seem cost-effective, can combine donations
of several people to make a larger amount, which can then be paid through MO or
Demand Draft. In this case, kindly send the name and address of each donor so IAFF
can give appropriate acknowledgement. In absence of such a list, credit will be given
only to the person whose name appears on the transaction. The donation should be sent
to the Bhubaneswar address given above in the letterhead. If you give your e-mail
address, IAFF will issue you electronic receipt. To reduce postage and labor costs,
IAFF will not send receipts through postal or courier mail.

3. Please contact as many of your colleagues, friends, family members, relatives and
acquaintances as possible to participate in this program to the extent their personal
situations will permit.
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4. Please ask as many orphanages (not individual orphans) as you know or you can find
to contact |AFF for assistance.
5. Please donate your time as your situation permits. This will include visits to different
orphanages to monitor and execute programs, offer tutoring and teaching assistance,
and other assistance that might optimize the use of your donations at the orphanages.

THE MASTER PLAN
MISSION STATEMENT: Creating social leaders from India’s orphanages.

OBJECTIVE: To develop and execute a seamless educational protocol that will not only
offer early childhood care and education, but will also allow each orphan to go as high
as possible academically, vocationally and professionally and will thus offer leadership
in the society.

LONG TERM GOAL: To make the above fund available for every eligible orphan in
India

SHORT TERM GOAL: To make the above fund available for every eligible orphan in
Orissa.

IMMEDIATE GOAL: To make the above fund available for every eligible orphan in
the Nivedita Ashram, Patalipank, Kendrapara District. The Master Plan will be
executed at this orphanage until it is optimized as an operational model, after which the
whole plan or various components therein will be expanded to other orphanages of
Orissa and, if possible, India, in that order.

PROBLEM DESCRIPTION: For the purpose of this Master Plan, an orphan is defined
as a child who has taken up permanent residence in a registered orphanage regardless of
circumstances which forced the child to seek residence in an orphanage. About 90% of
Orphans in rural Orissa are female. These orphans fall under one or more of the
following categories: 1) The child was abandoned at birth because it is a female child; it
IS not uncommon at the Nivedita Ashram to receive a newborn in odd hours of the night
with the umbilical cord still attached. 2) One or both parents are deceased and the child
is helpless. 3) One or both parents are alive but could not feed and clothe the child, and
therefore surrendered the child to an orphanage.

At this writing, the Central Government allocates Rs.1500/month/child until the
child becomes three years old for a maximum of 10 children per orphanage; the
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Nivedita Ashram has at present 16 infants. After three years, the state government
allocates Rs.500/per child/month until the child becomes 18 years old for a maximum
of 50 children per orphanage; the Nivedita Ashram has at present 65 orphans. Thus, the
number of orphans to be cared for exceeds the number for which government support is
available.

Fortunately, some orphans get adopted (about 8-10 per year at the Nivedita
Ashram). Some others receive sponsorship from benevolent individuals and families (at
present about 5 receive such sponsorship at the Nivedita Ashram). As you can see, the
number of such orphans is few and far between. Once the orphan becomes 18 years, she
loses government support and therefore must leave the orphanage and be on her own
because most orphanages do not have resources to support adult children without
government support. This is where major individual and social tragedies come to play.
Begging, Prostitution, Sex-trade/trafficking, Exploitation through low pay and bonded
labor etc. are among the tragedies frequently reported in the news media. It is not hard
to imagine that for every reported tragedy, many such unreported incidents probably
occur but go unnoticed. These individual tragedies quickly get transformed into
intractable social tragedies because the clients of sex-trade are usually moneyed men
who seek multiple partners. Some of these males get infected with STDs (sexually
transmitted disease) including HIV-AIDS without even being aware of their own
clinical status because they are ashamed/afraid to seek screening and treatment for fear
of disclosure. Thus, they pass on these STDs to their spouses, children and even
perhaps grand children. While on one hand, these tragedies are wide spread, on the
other hand few, if any, realize that the orphanages are minefields of talents waiting to
be harnessed for the benefit of the society.

PROPOSED SOLUTION: It is my personal opinion that the above problem has an easy
solution. As outlined below, a seamless educational protocol has been developed to
keep the orphans “off the streets” and *in the class room” until they move on to
professional careers. The following are various components of the proposed “seamless
education protocol”.

1. Early Care and Education: The Nivedita Ashram is run through the philosophies
of Sri Aurobinda and Sri Ma. In addition to spiritual education, the orphans are also
provided basic education at the Ashram as soon as they become receptive to
learning. Available resources will be used to reinforce this education through added
emphasis on English (especially spoken English), Math, Science and Technology as
early as possible. It is important that modern education with emphasis on science
and technology does not run counter to the spiritual education the children are
receiving. To facilitate this process, | went to Pondichery for nearly two weeks to
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learn about the workings at the Sri Aurobinda Ashram. | was pleasantly surprised to
find that science, technology and physical education are integral parts of the
educational process at the Sri Auribindo Ashram and Auroville, an international
community based on the application of science and technology. I am therefore
convinced that spiritual and technological education can be blended together to
impart integrated and holistic education to the resident orphans. Experts in “early
child hood education” will be consulted to develop methods to identify the potential
of each child as early as possible. In view of the fact that this is a highly variable
trait, diagnosis, counseling and guidance will be a continuous process until each
child’s potential and aptitude is identified. It is anticipated that assessment will
become easier as the children mature and ate capable of expressing their own
preferences. Once such diagnosis has been accomplished, either appropriate
education/training facilities will be developed at the orphanage or the child will be
sent to an education/training center with needed financial support.

Intermediate Education: This includes children between 5-16 years old. If the
aptitude/talent diagnosis shows that the child has high potential for scholastic
accomplishment, appropriate coaching/guidance will be provided to optimize the
child’s accomplishment. However, if the diagnosis shows that the child has limited
potential for scholastic accomplishments, she will be directed toward a vocational
training rather than and aimless academic pursuit. These children, however, will be
provided functional education (such as counting money, balancing checkbooks and
expense sheets, and trade related education such as health care, welding, electronics
etc) so they can use this knowledge in their future pursuits. Depending on economic
reality, the vocational training will be offered either at an institution founded for the
orphans or at a distant institution with needed financial support. Those children who
will be guided towards vocational education will continue to receive, even after
graduation, guidance, counseling and micro-financing until they are established in
their chosen vocations.
3. Distant Learning: Computer technology will be used to offer distant learning and
guidance wherever possible. This will not only compress the time and cost
associated with travel, but will also enable IAFF to recruit experts who can give
time on a voluntary basis. The possibility of such undertaking has already been
tested successfully at Jahangirabad, near Salepur, through collaboration with
ADIRE (wwwe.adire.org), a NGO in Orissa.

Higher Education: Those who show high scholastic/academic aptitude will be
given needed financial support to accomplish their chosen goals. This support will
be in the form of student loans rather than “give-aways”. The loan will be recouped
in installments once the student finds gainful employment. Loan refund will allow
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IAFF to offer revolving support to a larger number of orphans. This model has
already been applied by IAFF in the USA for students who come for higher
education in non-technical fields without financial support.

5. Vocational Education: Those orphans who fail to progress along the academic path
will be provided vocational education with emphasis on technology rather than the
traditional “sewing”, “knitting”, “handicraft” etc. Thus, vocationally trained girls
will learn nursing, midwifery, and even welding, electronics etc., which will enable
them to compete in the male-dominated society.

6. Adult Support System: It is envisaged that the educational protocol through which
the orphans will progress from their infancy will help them develop an outlook
toward “thinking outside the box” in shaping their adult lives, which, hopefully, will
also include marriage and family etc. It is further envisaged that some of these
adults will face marital difficulties faced by others in the society. Because these
orphans will lack “family support system”, they will return to the same orphanage
where they grew up. Their children will receive the same care/education they
themselves received while growing up at the orphanage. Because the returning
adults will have vocational skills, they will produce “goods and services” that will
be marked through assistance from IAFF. It is to be noted that an “adult orphan”
care is already in operation at the Nivedita Ashram for people abandoned by their
children. This infrastructure will be augmented to handle new challenges resulting
from returning adults.

PLAN EXECUTION: The Master Plan will be executed under IAFF’s
“DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT GOVERNMENT” program. Under this program,
IAFF has already established an Agriculture Institute at Barakoli, Subdivision
Kamakshyanagar, District Dhenkanal, where organizations and individuals are being
trained annually in “Integrated Farming System” and “Controlled Environment
Agriculture”. An Energy Institute has also been established in collaboration with
ADIRE at Jahangirabad near Salepur, Cuttack District, where research and
development is under way for harnessing solar energy for rural development. The
Nivedita Ashram will be developed into an Education Institute, in collaboration with
AICF (Asian Indian Community Foundation-Western New York Chapter) and other
interested US and Orissa NGOs. Thus, the Ashram will become a model orphanage for
replication at other locations within the state. A parcel of 10-acre agricultural land has
already been procured for the Ashram through AICF. Land use plan is under
development at IAFF to bring sustainability through a stepwise approach: 1) Reduction
in expenses for purchasing edibles, 2) Enhancing production of marketable
commodities for generation of supplemental income, 3) Procurement of agricultural
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tools and machines for use at the Orphanage and rental to the surrounding community
when not in use at the orphanage, etc. This land has already offered a net profit of
approximately Rs. 25,000 through coconut, fish, rice, pulses and vegetables during the
first year of operation in the year 2005-2006.

The administrative/management structure at the orphanage has been
modified to bring operational efficiency and focused approach to achieve targeted goals
in timely manner. Application has already been submitted to expand adoption from
National to International spheres. When funds become available to support orphans
beyond the Nivedita Ashram, this assistance will be offered statewide and, if possible,
nationwide. This will be accomplished through various web portals, newspapers and

radio and TV channels.

FUND RAISING: The primary effort will be directed toward the traditional procedure of
“donation solicitation”. Next emphasis will be given to submitting grant proposals to
various funding agencies such as Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, UNICEF and
Global Giving Inc., etc. Various NGOs in Orissa have also been requested to spare
some of their resources for this objective and engage in raising donations in the rural
areas. In this regard, NGOs already operating orphanages will be offered partnerships
with IAFF. In addition, creative methods will be developed to raise funds through
various “for-profit” undertakings such as craft sale, cultural programs, road-side car
wash, community service for pay, and sale of agricultural produce and commodities etc.
As stated earlier, two programs to be initiated soon are: 1) Purchase of a tractor for
mechanization of agricultural operations at the orphanage farm and its rental to
community farmers when it is not in use at the farm. 2) Purchase of solar lights (two
have already been purchased) to help children’s education at the orphanage during
power outage and rental of these units to the community when not in use at the
orphanage. Other multiple use projects are under contemplation and economic
evaluation.

FUND ADMINISTRATION: Donations collected inside India will be deposited in the
IAFF NRO account at the Indian Over Seas Bank at Bhubaneswar. Donations and grant
funds collected inside USA/CANADA will be deposited in IAFF accounts at the
Community National Bank, Louisburg, North Carolina, USA. The dollar funds will be
transferred to overseas accounts as needed while the remainder will be invested through
certified financial advisors for higher returns, as is being done for existing IAFF funds.
With rare exceptions to handle contingencies and small item purchases, for which cash
transaction may be needed, all transactions will be made to leave paper trails for
transparency and accountability. The Nivedita Ashram will function as the
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clearinghouse for all applications when the program is expanded to other parts of the
state. After it receives the applications, it will screen them on the basis of eligibility
criteria and send them to IAFF for further evaluation. While the eligibility rules many
need to be changed from time to time to meet different circumstances, the basic
eligibility will be female children living full time in a registered orphanage. A
selection/award committee will be formed consisting of members of its advisory board
or, through their recommendation, experts from outside the advisory board. The student
loans will not be a fixed amount. Instead, applicants will be encouraged to develop a
budget. The recipient will be required to sign an agreement with the IAFF that she will
refund the money after gainful employment. The agreement will also contain a clause
which will encourage the recipient to make donations depending on her personal
financial situation. The agreement will require the home-orphanage (or another
orphanage willing to do so) to stand as a guarantee for loans extended to its resident
students.

USE OF FUNDS: In addition to providing educational assistance to the needy orphans,
funds and interests earned on them will be used for a wide range of projects such as (but
not limited to) construction of buildings (to provide residence and instructional
facilities), sports facilities, hiring of teachers, coaching staff, and professionals for
evaluation and counseling, purchase of stationeries and school supplies, including
computers and distant learning tools etc. It is possible that some donors might prefer
that their donation be not used for a given category. If they give their preferences in
writing (no oral request will be honored), IAFF will make sure that their stipulations are
honored. Because all funds will be pooled, this will be done at the time of budgeting.
IAFF will not accept donations targeted for a named orphanage or orphan because this
will amount to money transfer, which is outside the charter of IAFF.

REPORTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY: All donations and grants, depending on
whether they are received in the form of US/Canadian dollars or Indian Rupees, will be
announced annually in The IAFF FORUM, the official publication of IAFF. In
addition, reports will be prepared and submitted as per the requirement of a given
funding agency. The Forum is published annually in the month of June and is
distributed free of cost to attendees at the annual OSA (Orissa Society of the Americas)
convention held during the July 4™ weekend. After the OSA convention, it can be
obtained from IAFF at a cost of US $5.00 plus applicable postage. The Forum can also
be read at the IAFF website http// www.iaffl.org (please not that following iaff, it is the
number “1”, not the letter “I’”). The report/announcement will contain the name of each
donor and the amount of donation, provided that the donor has not requested
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anonymity. The annual report will also contain each recipient’s photo, biography and
goals. To save money and time, the annual audit will be limited to review by the board
of advisors. No formal auditing or tax filing will be undertaken because, as per rules of
US-IRS (United States Internal Revenue Service), no filing of income tax is required if
the annual income is $25,000 (twenty five thousand dollars) or less by a 501(c) public
charitable organization such as IAFF. However, auditing by a certified/chartered
accountant will be done when deemed necessary by the IAFF board of advisors or
donors donating more than $5000 (five thousand dollars) in the USA and more than
Rs.10,000 (Ten thousand rupees) in India. When applicable, such reports will also be a
part of the annual report published in The Forum. It is to be noted that every year, the
annual report is submitted to the board of directors and advisors for approval before
publication in The Forum.
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QBAIG | 601 6@l ATQ 710l @A8A aGel AR | 66166 @a 62a8a, ¢ AIG6a @F
QR 2@ fa, 628 aia | 671 alR Ae 88 0gdal , GIQ e ANIQ, Glal §RY
216 U @8 AER 691 AUEA, O6R QR al AAAQ GIal, ¢ 698 6aa ¢ AIadia
AIGIR @, QQ @ | A& 67166 UG Jcaan! |

6dm @RQ I6AA 696 @ 60GRIa AGl @@ @@ dal , 9 dia QI9le F¢Id FQAA,
606 @ NG Q168 , 67166 Y&l BIE BIR dIa AI6R, 671 98 A a8al | { agi
6clQlin, @% dleada | e aQ A&fip QI A 626m. Q2 o 7618 @ ¢IQI8
AlI6p 6610 620 QIAAE, Gl 79 Q QIQIQ &Y AR | UG 620 6dMI6R QT
Qa2 ClGEa 677 QaE, A6Pa Q ClIEl Tad, Uy IQIE Jlee A6 6a6l AITIG
@08 | dicon 69m & ¢ g9 6dm BI121& 66106a ? ¢ @F @ deIan | ol atll
QQee aidle Jal | 62 geen 86 N6 62a gl 8Q fal | ¢ 61g 96eaR, 6Q4
6o 696 @ @ 8Q 69 67160 6QdicR 666 ¢d 629 ? 668 A6 QI 62l |
ds G da @n | QG AUsA QIQIQQI Ha 2Rl | 699R YR Yedl AIGSR |
6960 2167 Q62° QeI QIQIRIEA YR A6a adq | 6 668 Qesa Sl e, 64
@ldela A9Igel @8l | 6l |lgl, 681Q RdcA 6aeR 6l Mad a6a dal | AR
2QeIea 2I67 08 QIS 2r6a QIQIAR |

QU2 Qo] @ 6666 6xI1S60 A6 Q8 e ¢ A6a8l Q. 6R666asR GIQIE
A Il daQlq 2d6R | Bf QIEP SMIg dIEae 6a &lIY 66166 66I6e Al dae |
6R6066R 9 Q69R DGR A6R AIQ | Q016 @Y 691 GliR 2Ie° 6aal Qf AIGAIL ¢
VSISO T =V o
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o0& dGh, GQal G 2eea 86l 62afal 67 6ea | IRfA 696 2RI Q6
0EQIa. 69601 6Iq ge fIsa | I @8 @GQIq GIQEAMA 64 67166 0E 02QIe AGR
60Rl, @l6m Q& @0 06e | { AU 66 A0 86l 62A, 6a@ 67166 G 068 d6R
AIdelq @GRl | 9 01 AR08 @R | 68669a KRS 768 QIF | 666 6216 Q6!
Qa6a 69 adal, 9 61 alsea Selsan, 62 adig ¢ 6lg @8 @GRelNY, Q016 6aIQ
QgR 2RI, 9 K8 @a° 626 QIR J6RAR, § IR AGdR. 67 Qe Q4 65IQ
A6@ 9604, YAG 62IGIY @2l QI0IR @ QR 60 6@ | 62 671 A6 UQ Gl dldly 18

67Rl, Gl 6RIREA Y& A8 6oR a8 denaml, QAR

q R 6acecach ? 67166 8a°Q, 691 ik @8l 6209 . IRl 6AIG @4l @l QQ® ?
q ¢l elm 6d6a. 6 IS &l @8 6adm, aIe QIgl 2AQ8IM |

Q 989, cIel6a J A9 aQ el dsa KRR AdR @ ?

67166 Q121 K6QR 6060 6aln MERE, ¢ Y0I6Q RAR, 608 UERIQIE | G @IQIg
@200, 671 QI | 67160 2@ 6660 AIGIER QIQ QA6 6]1R @288 | § @9
60160 @6 @R MG ? ¢ 78 JHA IR @R | 67160 JR6RE Ae@ AIGSAI | 69
JANIe Qaln @n 6cPIgRl 61V QR JeRa IRl, 2I6N 6860 all ddR, @l AIe «ell,
ol @ell, 691 QI A Qell, QR aall , A6aa @l . . . . ...

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Q68m @ QG A2l ¢Eel dal 626 @2l | 9606 @ @8l 26 a4 GgId QARlg
996 @2a | QIQI6a URIQ, 216 QaR &6 | A6 N6 J6ad & 0150 @dei | e
AT6S @14, 9606 YAG fg Q6a@l. 6l ada 79 6 @l @ G¢id @aQlq 2ls
AR @Il @8Rl | 668] WA 79 cSlam | M ¥ AQ 68 &@gIY @6aRl | G
66166 @6 Q9 6008 69@ FQ6IR G , MNQ QG |

0O O 20O

NNV SNV SNV )
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% Sy o
Q606 2N AN Asraml, 2N 0l arela 26l @aial, @9 dsA a6l 9d g |
60160 AR 9606 IR ANeR 46 @ 8 QIGqlq 996 A8 @] 696 1esIq g9

6ala Q69 |

Qe0 AlUER 6666 U0 KAG! NERAGH

aaIe rdiq f6g 9
62 ¥ Q10600 @R &

Q606 16Q U16a QA0MI, 6l @lf @ 6668 aif AdAl 6@l RIERl | 69 eal €66a
¢ea Qle] 6Q g6l 6660 9@l | 69a ga2l @ A6 26D 63lR AN 66 XA
QdRl | 9B Qo6a M ¢ d66@ QLRI | YRG! @4 ?7 2ss A6 YR Jasa
acIon &

d aI60R 60a QKA AR T6Q. 6960 6a6h A8 @ A0 QIFR, 67160 A6RE 61
0Q 01e J6RpR da QG RIA 6l dle 6GI6] | AGIa aisl aId Qlal 2le 2 6
Q G @6 Q& q 6aGiEM | YQl G66a Y @ AT Qldl § I& 96 @l *36eadal
| @lgl G @8 & G1&, AGAE YA @R iG] YR | 63lal 661 QA 67166
U600 degisa 618 AId 6666 96l AJsa DR | 69@l 66@ @8 Aaq 66 |
6@l U9 @0l @6 aal, Q16 A8 64nl, AR oMl | 669 Q 69@ 62@ ARI6Q |

Q0Q Y&l Q6a 6710 6K606Q6R 606! 6CPARI, BRI 69166 @6 @8l BIARI, ¢
@2 Q4Q Q19 | A%62 YA 66w, 691 QU 98 R1I6QIT | ¢ @] d@ JAdRa
18R, 48 88 @9rdM, 69a RN 69agdIa | 666 67160 6dh 96l Adea
qdflal 66 @8 QAsRIA 60RdAl, ¢ 66I60 ¢la A AQ JERE 6Q AR
60R8A | AY 69@ 691 |

P S eV S Y =—\V =S
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+0 S era s @

2y

26N AN6Y Q6 @6l Q. 6916 6RIR @ 2aR | WGV QIR 661RI 62048 | @Gl aia
RIQIQ Q960 Qe 8lal |

Z
S

Qena 216el r oF 6aRld | 96ad Y6e Ql2l 62a Ga 98 60 | ¢ dag A
AIgea ARdiR | 9@l 668 6dm Aesl a8l aeIan . Y6ad 67166 BIERI, 1960
0la 696 29, UG Gla 6da 9F 6dIQG! 69166 T deaa GY Q&R Alel &
@a0! @ 26 |

60166 Gl 688 Q9 | 6aRl, 6Q166a IRl CeR, QTR |6, RASG , JAY! | 6@
@2 06 @f | ¢on 02 06 9608 @IEnl 6dn AR 0@, ¢ea @lde 96d | QG
6716 U@ e 620 GelY, dede 6a 69 6dAal g8 9] | Qe6a M & 6aIR, 9
Qe°h, 6976 IR 6011 08 60 | g6ad @ 2RGIA @Rel al Ggld adal AR
QB60 7 6710 Fea @l @ 661@ AIARSIA |

606 Q g1 AR 6908 BIgdal, U6 Q@ ¢lae A |

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkhkkkhkhkhkhkhkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkikkkx
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